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The Arcadian Thames  

Between Weybridge, Hampton and Kew the River Thames meanders through a unique landscape 

of world famous parks, royal palaces and working communities known as the Arcadian Thames 

(meaning ‘rural paradise’). Centuries of settlement, aristocratic patronage and local action has left 

a remarkable legacy of architecture, accessible open space and wildlife considered to be one of 

the most culturally significant urban landscapes in the world offering unrivalled recreational 

benefits. This Arcadia is a countryside in the city; a multi-layered landscape where people, water, 

history and wildlife co-exist.   

 

The Thames Landscape Strategy 

In the 1990s the pressure for inappropriate development along the river and a growing 

realisation that something had to be done to protect its heritage, wildlife and traditions 

galvanized local people into action.  The Thames Landscape Strategy was born and in 1994 the 

100 year vision at the core of the organisation was published.  For 25 years, the Thames 

Landscape Strategy has been the guardians of this unique landscape; working through its 

partnership of local groups, individuals and riparian authorities to conserve, promote and 

enhance the wildlife, heritage features and recreational opportunities on and beside the river.    

 

The Thames Landscape Strategy has been the catalyst for a real renaissance in the fortunes of 

the Arcadian Thames.  The 1994 cross-river vision has steered change, influencing policy and 

planning decisions, with many TLS aspirations now firmly embedded in partner core strategies 

including the London Plan.  The partnership has raised £21m for restoration, environmental 

management and educational projects and has been the mechanism for over 350,000 hours of 

volunteer conservation work. A wealth of local knowledge has been amassed and it is now hard 

to imagine what the river would be like today without our work.   
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Giving to the Thames Landscape Strategy 

The Thames Landscape Strategy is a not-for-profit environmental partnership whose aim is to 

conserve, enhance and promote the ‘Arcadian Thames’ river corridor between Weybridge, 

Hampton and Kew.  Established in 1994, the Thames Landscape Strategy has transformed this 

world-famous river landscape through its advocacy, education and project work, winning many 

awards.     

 

There is no statutory remit however, for any of the main riparian authorities to carry out or 

fund this type of work.  Our success is only possible because of the generosity of our funders. It 

costs £325 a day to run the Thames Landscape Strategy before any additional projects can take 

place. Historically the organisation has been largely funded through the public purse but recent 

Government cut-backs have seen this source of money reduced significantly. Our funding 

partners now only provide a proportion of the costs needed to support the day-to-day running 

of the small but dynamic organisation.     

 

Significantly, for every pound donated to the Thames Landscape Strategy we have created £5 of 

environmental, social and economic benefit!    

 

 

The Thames Landscape Strategy IN ACTION! 

Support a specific environmental project or conservation management activity.  

 

By giving to our charity the Father Thames Trust you can help support the work of the Thames 

Landscape Strategy.   There are a number of easy ways for you, your group or your business to 

donate to the Thames Landscape Strategy.  It could not be easier.  This document sets out 

details of the Thames Landscape Strategy IN ACTION! giving programme.   

 

Simply choose which project best suits your desired support and fill out the Donations Form 

towards the end of this document.   
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Project List 

An Agreeable Wilderness (Kew Towpath conservation work)     £2,000 or £300 for a days work 

Kew Ha Ha Willow Spiling           £4,000 or £300 for a days work  

Duke’s Meadow Bandstand            £1,000 or £300 for a days work 

The Kew Meridian                £900 or £300 for a days work 

Isleworth Promenade                £1,500 or £300 for a days work 

Richmond Riverside and Cholmondeley Walk         £1,750 or £300 for a days work 

Warren Footpath Twickenham                £1,200 or £300 for a days work 

Petersham Backwaters Habitat enhancement         £1,800 or £300 for a days work 

The Ham Avenues          £3,500 or £300 for a days work 

 The Petersham Avenue         £1,500 or £300 for a days work 

 The Great South Avenue         £1,500 or £300 for a days work 

 Melencolony Walk         £500 or £300 for a days work 

The Lost Avenue (The Great River Avenue)         £9,000 or £900 for a days horse work  

The Eel Pie Island Sand Martin Bank         £2,000 or £300 for a days work 

Hammertons Boardwalk & Hunter’s Pond restoration         £4,000  

Douglas Meadow Boardwalk restoration         £4,000 

Ham Towpath                £1,500 or £300 for a days work 

Teddington Lock            £600 or £300 for a days work 

Kingston Barge Walk                £900 or £300 for a days work 

Lower Ham Road           £1,200 or £300 for a days work 

Canbury Gardens                 £2,500 or £300 for a days work 

Albany Reach           £1,400 or £300 for a days work 

Hurst Park              £2,200 or £300 for a days work 

Desborough Island          £2,500 or £300 for a days work 

Weybridge Riverside          £1,200 or £300 for a days work 

Walton Towpath          £1,700 or £300 for a days work 

Hampton Court Barge Walk           £1,750 or £300 for a days work 

The 2019 Towpath Management Plan         £5,000 

Swingbridge Volunteer Programme              £6,000 

The Arcadia Gang volunteer work group (tidal Thames)         £3,000 

The James Batten ‘Views Matter‘ Project               £5,000 

 

 

For more information on each of these exciting projects please see the appendix to this document 
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A Message From Sir David Attenborough  

The Thames Landscape Strategy is a quite extraordinary 

phenomenon. It is that very rare animal; an organisation with 

real popular appeal and an imaginative sense of what it is 

about landscapes that fire people’s imagination. The ideas at 

the heart of the Thames Landscape Strategy’s ground breaking 

vision originally sparked the imagination of the community and 

boroughs along the Thames. 25 years ago.   Vision is quite easy 

to have when you start but to retain this vision; to survive the 

bureaucracies, finances, problems and meetings and, still to 

remain visionary after quarter of a century is however, a real 

achievement.  

 

The number of conflicting interests and concerns that there 

are along both banks of the Thames is daunting. The great 

success of the Thames Landscape Strategy has been to bring 

together and organise this plethora of partners, boroughs and  

communities. By ‘herding cats’ it has achieved the impossible. 

The TLS has ensured that a varied wildlife habitat has been 

maintained, it has supported traditional river activities and has 

managed the landscape in a sensitive way that has seen a real 

change in the fortunes for the Arcadian Thames. The record of 

the Thames landscape Strategy is remarkable. We should 

rejoice in having such an enthusiastic and committed 

partnership to guide the process of change along such a 

special stretch of river.  I congratulate the Thames Landscape 

Strategy for what they have done so far and offer them my 

whole hearted support for the next 25 years. I look forward to 

continued success. 

 

Sir David Attenborough Founding Patron  

Thames Landscape Strategy 

Thames Landscape Strategy  Holly Lodge, Richmond Park, Richmond TW10 5HS   

020 8940 0654  j.debney@thames-landscape-strategy.org.uk 

www.thames-landscape-strategy.org.uk www.facebook.com/ThamesLandscapeStrategy 
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