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The new TLS tourist map including the extended area up to the Wey Bridge 
and a selection of photos of this fascinating part of the Thames
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      MANAGING BIODIVERSITY ACROSS THE LANDSCAPE                                                                                                      HOME PARK WATERMEADOWS

The Annual “Draw-off” Survey of the Riverbed
Each November, the annual ‘draw-off ’ that takes place between Richmond and Teddington Locks allows unique access 
to the otherwise concealed riverbed of the Thames. During this month the TLS teams up with the Zoologoical Society 

of London and the Marine Conservation Society to 
carry out a survey of the riverbed. The project is part 
of a long-term study into the changing ecology of 
the Thames. Five sites are re-visited each year and 
species are counted through a series of transects. 

The project records the number of native mussels 
such as the depressed mussel and the growth in 
population of alien species including zebra mussels 
and the asiatic clam. The survey also notes the 
number of eels and elvers found each year.

The historic network of parks, gardens, towpaths and avenues of the 
Arcadian Thames forms one large interconnected wildlife corridor that 
stretches from the inner city to the Surrey Hills and beyond.  This mosaic 
of habitats supports a diverse range of resident and migratory species.  The 
TLS works with a variety of partners to enhance the riparian habitats and 
green links implementing a diverse range of local and national initiatives 
through its project work, volunteer programme and through the delivery 
of the annual TLS Towpath Management Plan.  The management plan 
has had a significant impact on improving diversity – for example reducing 
litter by a staggering 85% since 2004, eradicating invasive species from 
long stretches of the riverside and increasing the range of native plants 
found on the riverbank from 10 to 44.  

Projects of note during 2010 have been the planting of native hedges in 
all four TLS boroughs whilst more established hedges have been laid in a 
traditional way with the dead wood being re-used in stag beetle loggeries, 
dead hedges or log piles. Planting and management of native planting along 
the riverbank including stretches of reedbed along Warren Footpath in 
Twickenham. On Eel Pie Island, the artificial sand martin bank (installed 
in 2008) has proved so successful that an additional structure is to be built 
in Richmond Park to link with the colony at the London Wetlands Centre 
(Barnes) thanks to a successful bid with Sita Trust.

The TLS has also been investigating ways to encourage otters back to the 
Arcadian Thames, that are known to travel through the area but due to a 
lack of suitable habitat do not stay.  It is hoped that through the installation 
of a series of artificial otter holts these elusive mammals will expand their 
territory downstream from Shepperton and possibly into Central London.   
Funding for this exciting initiative has been secured.  

The TLS sits on several regional and local biodiversity partnerships and 
leads the Tidal Thames Habitat Action Plan for Hounslow.

Swingbridge volunteers in Molesey

Sand martin Bank on Eel Pie 

Wildflowers and native plants on Ham Avenues

Managing the willow woven tunnel which was built by 
local primary schools and artist Danny Aldous in 2010
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      MANAGING BIODIVERSITY ACROSS THE LANDSCAPE                                                                                                      HOME PARK WATERMEADOWS

The first of many initiatives to come out of the ‘Restoration 
of the Lost Floodplain’, the Home Park Meadows scheme is 
an exciting new project to restore the historic wetland habitat 
within the floodplain at Home Park, Hampton Court Palace.   
An area to the far eastern boundary of Home Park, called 
The Paddocks, is used primarily as grazing meadows for the 
Royal Household Stud. Within The Paddocks there are a 
series of ditches and water courses which are the outflow 
from the Longford River after it passes through Bushy Park 
and the Palace water features. Within The Paddocks there 
is an area of reedbed which is becoming overgrown with 
scrub and an extensive network of depressions and water 
collection areas that could form valuable wetland habitat if 
the ditches are put back to their original Medieval and Tudor 
context and the reedbed restored.

The aim of the project is to link up and restore the ditch 
system enabling the level of water in the reedbeds to be 
maintained at the ideal level for a functioning wetland and 
reedbed habitat, to be determined following extensive 
survey work. A grant of £100,000 has been secured from 
the Sita Trust for the project which will work in partnership 
with Historic Royal Palaces and the Environment Agency.

An important aspect of the long-term aspirations of the 
project is that the historical hydrological features are 
restored to enable the rejuvenation of the existing reedbeds 
and establishment of extensive new wetland habitats 
interlinked by hedgerows and the historic ditches fenced 
off from the Royal Stud to minimise damage caused by the 
horses but still enabling access and use of the meadow.  

Equally important will be the production and enhancement 
of varied, marginal habitats for birds, insects, amphibians, 
and hopefully water voles and other mammals, which have 
been recorded previously in the area. 

Although the major excavation and construction work 
will be carried out by contractors there will be extensive 
opportunity for volunteer and community involvement in 
the creation of the habitats and the ongoing maintenance as 
well as monitoring wildlife for publication on databases such 
as BARS and GiGL.

A Master Plan will be produced as part of the project with 
a management plan for the site for Historic Royal Palaces 
to adopt.

The existing ditch system running along the back of the Paddocks - work will be 
carried out to manage the existing vegetation and re-profile the ditches to allow the 
best possible flow of water and to provide marginal habitat for wildlife.

Part of the project will look at the potential for improving habitat for specific species 
such as water voles, otters, kingfishers and reedwarblers.

Contractors will work alongside Palace staff and volunteers to carry out survey work 
and management to best enhance the existing reedbed habitat. This will include 
hydrological and habitat surveys to determine existing and potential features. 
Management work will include removing scrub where appropriate, coppicing 
overgrown trees and shrubs, and cutting the reed to encourage fresh, healthy re-
growth (above).

The network of ditches and depressions that cross the Paddocks have suffered 
from puddling by the horses, where the banks have been damaged and vegetation 
trampled. The project will see the restoration of the historic water features with 
excavation and re-profiling of the banks. Areas will then be fenced off to prevent 
further damage whilst leaving access points for the horses to drink from and crossing 
points to get around the Paddock. Research and consultation will also be carried out 
to investigate the potential for improving the diversity of grass and wildflower in the 
Meadow itself whilst maintaining grazing value (right)
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      BRENTFORD A WATERWAY TOWN!                                            PUTTING THE THAMES BACK INTO KINGSTON

In 2008 the TLS launched a new project for Brentford  with the aim of 
making an accessible, well designed and connected riverside, that enhances 
Brentford’s character as a historic waterway settlement – a place to live, 
work and visit.   Late last year, a scoping report was written for the TLS by 
GROSSMAX (who have also compiled the Kew Gardens World Heritage 
Site Management Plan).  

The report proposes a series of potential projects that will form the basis 
of the TLS’s work and funding bids in the Brentford area over the coming 
years. 

Set within the wider context of the parks, palaces and gardens of the 
Arcadian Thames Brentford is quite unique. Its character is post-industrial; 
possessing all the paraphernalia associated with one of the capital’s best 
surviving working canal junctions.  Rather than ignoring this gritty past, 
the TLS has celebrated Brentford’s industrial heritage as a key part of 
what makes the reach so special and set out a blueprint for the area’s 
regeneration in order to conserve the best elements of the town’s heritage 
and protect views in and out of Kew Gardens located on the opposite bank 
of the river.  

The plan focuses on the restoration of the public open spaces and linear 
connections that have largely been neglected during the regeneration 
process.  This has left out many spaces that remain poor and in need of 
enhancement and sections of the Thames Path that deviate from the river 
forming an unwelcoming and illegible route. 
 
The report proposes a  unifying 
framework to stitch each separate 
place together in terms of style, 
materials, and street furniture 
and sets out a series of proposals 
to help shape the way that the 
Thames Policy Area could 
change in order for the vision set 
out in the Thames Landscape 
Strategy to be achieved on the 
ground.  It is anticipated that this 
plan will form an integral part of 
the forthcoming review of the 
Thames Landscape Strategy 
and could form the basis of 
future s106 and TfL funding as 
redevelopment opportunities 
arise.

GROSSMAX concept image for the potential new  section of towpath to Syon Park (please note: for illustrative purposes only)

Brentford’s unique and eclectic character
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      BRENTFORD A WATERWAY TOWN!                                            PUTTING THE THAMES BACK INTO KINGSTON

In 2006, the TLS launched a new initiative to breathe new life into Kingston’s 
riverside.  The project embraced all aspects of Kingston’s river corridor 
including an ambitious series of measures to enhance the failing visitor 
moorings between Queen’s Promenade and Kingston Bridge.  Funding was 
allocated by the Royal Borough in 2007 to implement the scheme, although 
to date there has been little progress. 

2010 saw the expansion of the Kingston River Festival jointly organised by 
the Royal Borough of Kingston, Kingston First and the TLS.  The event takes 
place in July and is timed to coincide with the Kingston Amateur Regatta.  

Also in 2010, the Eagle Brewery Wharf enhancements were completed by 
the Council and a new tourist initiative was launched by Kingston First that 
includes many exciting possibilities for the promotion of the Thames. 

A first round application for the restoration of Canbury Gardens was jointly 
submitted by the TLS and the Royal Borough of Kingston to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. This was successful and the TLS has continued to work 
with the borough to draw up more detailed proposals with the intention of 
submitting a First Round Application in August 2011.  

The project includes a wealth of enhancements including the re-creation of 
a natural riverbank, the enhancement of street furniture and footpaths and 
the restoration of the shrubberies and landscape features that gave the space 
much of its former grandeur.  The guiding principle behind the scheme is to 
restore the essence of a Victorian riverside pleasure garden intrinsically linked 
to the wider landscape and the town centre.

Stilt walkers at the Kingston River Festival 2010

Bishop’s Palace following towpath enhancement

Canbury Gardens - the TLS is working on an HLF bid to  regenerate this riverside Victorian Park in association with the Canbury Gardens Working Group



      THE ARCADIAN THAMES DESTINATION TRAVEL PLAN                                                                                                                      SOME OTHER STUFF...

Installing the new piles to            
upgrade the moorings

Waiting for the first trip 
boat of the season

Richard Turk and Fran Spencer welcome Richmond’s Mayor Cllr Hodges on 
board. Cllr McDonald (Mayor of Kingston) was picked up en route

Opening the new trip boat stop 
with Mrs Spencer

Launch of the Arcadia Thames Travel Plan at the 
Michelin starred Bingham Hotel 

New pathways across Hampton Court Green as part of 
the Hampton Court Approaches Project 

Isleworth Ferry
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At the heart of the Arcadian Thames is ‘connectivity’– ‘a string of pearls’ 
where each encounter is as important as the next adding cumulatively to 
the whole experience.   In this way it is not simply the established honey-
pot places such as Hampton Court or Kew Gardens that make this cultural 
quarter so unique - it is also the ordinary public open spaces in between the 
main attractions that stitch the wider landscape together.

The purpose of the Arcadian Thames Travel Plan Network is to bring together 
those organisations that own or manage the attractions or open spaces along 
the River Thames in order to jointly plan how the sustainable travel planning 
options available to the visitor (both local and from further afield) can be 
improved.  This would identify the ways that visitors find out about any given 
place, plan their trip, arrive, and subsequently move about and understand 
the area to inform enhancements to both off-site activities (such as visitor 
guides, websites and joint ticketing) as well as physical improvements to 
infrastructure on the ground (such as accessible new footpaths, signage, 
cycling facilities, dry routes or river crossings).  

It is anticipated that by working in partnership a set of  common goals can 
be agreed, across four boroughs providing many additions to any individual 
organisation’s  travel plan (both work and visitor based) considerably increasing 
the likelihood of accessing limited funding.     Launched at the Bingham Hotel 
in 2010, the network has already received funding for several notable projects 
such as the purchase  of the rights to operate the Isleworth Ferry, and the 
installation of a series of new footpaths and cycle routes around Hampton 
Court Palace as part of the Hampton Court Approaches Project.  

Special thanks to Veronica Pinto, Michelle McGinley, Nicky Ward, Lisa 
Rutland and Alice Baddeley for their help in establishing the network.

The TLS also raised the funds to upgrade Hammerton’s Ferry pontoon to 
allow trip boats to pull alongside. In 2010 Turks Launches included Twickenham 
in their scheduled service for the first time. To celebrate the TLS organised a 
special event to mark the first passenger boat of the season (below)



      THE ARCADIAN THAMES DESTINATION TRAVEL PLAN                                                                                                                      SOME OTHER STUFF...

Henry 500!
To mark the 500th anniversary of 
Henry VIII accession to the throne a 
year long series of events took place at 
Hampton Court Palace culminating in a 
flotilla of boats from Greenwich Palace 
to Hampton Court. The celebration 
brought the river vividly alive with 
traditional craft of every sort taking 
part. Further details can be found at 
www.hrp.org.uk

Strawberry Hill House 
Restoration
One of the great Arcadian treasures, 
Horace Walpole’s gothic riverside villa 
in Twickenham, has been restored. The 
initiative was funded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and managed by the 
Strawberry Hill Trust. The House is 
now open to the public and is well worth 
a visit. For more information visit 
www.strawberryhillhouse.org.uk

Bushy Park Water Gardens 
Restoration
The Royal Parks has successfully 
completed a magnificent restoration of 
Bushy Park. The project has included 
the restoration of the historic Brew 
House,  Upper Lodge Water Gardens, 
the re-gilding of the Diana Fountain, 
and a new cafe and welcome centre at 
the Pheasantry. Further details can be 
found out at www.royalparks.org.uk

Kew Gardens World 
Heritage Site Management 
Plan
The Royal Botanic Gardens Kew 
published its World Heritage 
Site Management Plan for public  
consultation earlier in the year. The 
plan looks at the future of the site 
with potential projects focusing on 
sustainability, access, and adapting to 
climate change. The final document 
is due to be sent to UNESCO at the 
end of 2011. Further details about Kew 
Gardens can be found at www.kew.org
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  2010 Update...

  

   

  

   

One of the TLS’s longest running and most successful 
projects was officially closed last year by the Chairman of 
the Heritage Lottery Fund London Region Wesley Kerr.  
Established in May 2002 Arcadia was originally set up to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Act of Parliament 
that protected the world famous View from Richmond Hill.  
A series of activities took place over the spring culminating 
in a celebration on top of the Hill before guests enjoyed a 
specially commissioned show ‘An Arcadian Miscellany’ that 
told in words, music and pictures the story of the View. 
 
Coinciding with the 2002 celebrations a Heritage Lottery 
Fund bid was submitted. In 2004 the TLS received the 
grant of £2.1m and over the next six years a further £3m 
was raised to implement a wide range of projects to restore, 
enhance and open up the landscape on and below the Hill.  
A key element of the scheme was public participation.  This 
included events, activities, signage,  formal educational 
initiatives and volunteering – in total a staggering 100,000 
volunteer hours were clocked up and over 30 schools took 
part in the formal education programme.   Special thanks go 
to the project team led by Ken MacKenzie and to the London 
Borough of Richmond who took the role of lead partner on 
behalf of the TLS.

      THE COMPLETION OF LONDON’S ARCADIA

The Warren Footpath Bat Friendly Lighting

Douglas Meadow Boardwalk

Twickenham Embankment

In 2008 the TLS secured 
a £500k grant from 
Biffaward for a bat 
friendly lighting project 
to reduce the impact of 
street lighting on the 
River Thames. Over the 
last two years, the TLS 
has worked hard to 
research and implement 

this fantastic, ‘world first’ project, in association with Philips and with 
the invaluable in-kind support of the UK Bat Conservation Trust and UK 
Electrical Engineers Association. Using brand new state-of-the-art LED 
technology, new lighting systems have been installed in Twickenham. Along 
the Twickenham Embankment and Orleans Road (below), traditional 
Windsor style lights have been installed using bat friendly LED’s. Along the 
Warren Footpath (above), entirely new systems have been installed which 
include the very latest in 
radar sensor technology 
that turns the LED’s on 
and off as people walk 
past. The project has 
had excellent feedback 
including a piece on 
BBC’s Springwatch with 
Chris Packham and Kate 
Humble

The TLS, in partnership 
with the London 
Borough of Richmond, 
carried out a £700k 
landscaping  project to 
regenerate Twickenham 
Embankment. A 
stretch of public space, 
facing Eel Pie Island, 
the Embankment is a 

hub of activity, with families, people on their lunch break, passers by, and 
local residents coming down to look at the river or just have a stroll. The 
Embankment project included the planting of mature oak trees, installation 
of new LED bat friendly Windsor lighting, fresh paving and sealed 
gravel, extensive landscaping and planting schemes, the enhancement 
of seating areas, and the installation of the Eel Pie Island music history 
interpretation panel. The project formed part of the first stage of wider 
riverside regeneration with further enhancements under discussion within 
the Borough and through comprehensive public consultation

Douglas Meadow in 
Ham was the location 
for the second of the TLS 
‘Dry Routes’ boardwalks 
which links the path 
to the Hammerton’s 
boardwalk a short 
way downstream. 
Sponsored by Transport 
for London, St Modwen 
Environmental Trust, and other kind donors, the boardwalk was designed and 
built by Mark Edwards (Richmond Bridge Boathouses). The two boardwalks 
will provide a dry alternative path during periods of flood and high tide. 

Further research is being 
carried out to investigate 
other potential dry route 
options along the towpath 
as part of the ongoing 
Restoration of the Lost 
Floodplain project
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Sir David Attenborough launching 

the London’s Arcadia bid in 2002

Education and 
outreach at the 
core of London’s 
Arcadia project 
work
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Water Lane - Richmond

Before
Cholmondely Walk - Richmond

Before

Before

Great South Avenue - Ham

Melancholy Walk - Ham

Rustic fencing and a traditionally laid hedge built by volunteers

Volunteers helping to plant-up 

Hammerton’s Boardwalk
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Before Before

Before

Richmond Hill - looking up

Chitty Hole - Petersham

Bridgehouse Gardens - Richmond

Richmond Riverside

Richmond Hill - looking down

The unveiling of the Richmond Hill 

plaque
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The Thames Landscape Strategy is that very rare animal: an 
organisation with real popular appeal and an imaginative sense of what 
it is about landscapes that fires people’s imagination.  We need to take 
active steps now to ensure that we maintain a varied wildlife habitat, 
support traditional river activities, adapt to climate change, and manage 
the landscape to complement the marvellous historic buildings, nature 
reserves and parks that line this stretch of the Thames. 

The ideas proposed by the Thames 
Landscape Strategy are truly 
groundbreaking and really moving 
forward.   We should rejoice in having 
such an enthusiastic and committed 
organisation to guide this process and 
I look forward to continued success 
throughout the coming years 

Sir David Attenborough 
Patron of the

Thames Landscape Strategy

‘Conserve, promote and enhance for the future, 
one of the world’s great river landscapes between 

Hampton and Kew’

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PATRON

Thames Landscape Strategy, Holly Lodge, Richmond Park, Richmond TW10 5HS
(t) +44 (0)20 8940 0654 (f) +44 (0)20 8332 2730 (e) Rebecca.Law@richmond.gov.uk

www.thames-landscape-strategy.org.uk

The Arcadian Thames

During the 18th Century, Arcadia, an 
idyllic pastoral landscape was created 
along the Thames between Hampton 
and Kew.  Magnificent royal and 
aristocratic palaces, gardens and parks 
were constructed and linked by a series 
of avenues, set within a framework of 
meadows and woodland.

Today this stretch of the Thames 
is recognised as one of the world’s 
great urban river landscapes, allowing 
Londoners to escape the hustle and 
bustle of modern city life.

The Thames Landscape Strategy is 
one of three sub-regional partnerships 
for the Thames in the Greater London 
area, whose focus is the remarkable 
river corridor between Hampton and 
Kew. Launched in 1994, the Strategy 
is a 100-year blueprint for the Thames, 
whose vision is to conserve, enhance 
and promote for the future, one of the 
world’s great urban landscapes. To 
achieve its aims, the Strategy brings 
together a partnership of statutory 
and non-statutory organisations, 
local groups and individuals to inform 
strategic policy and to implement 
a broad range of  projects  and 
management proposals. 

Congratulations and a big thank you to the Thames Landscape Strategy Great River Race Rowing Team 2010 (from the back, left to right) Alison Debney, 
Mark Kelder, Danny Aldous, Adam Hutching, Bill Mason, Neil Shaw, Alice Baddeley, Veronica Pinto
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