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Summary 
The Thames Landscape Strategy is a not-for-profit partnership for the river corridor between 

Weybridge, Hampton and Kew.  Our aim is to understand, promote and conserve this special 

stretch of the river and to enhance its character – both natural and manmade. 

 

Launched in 1994, the TLS is a 100-year blueprint for the Thames, whose vision is set out in the 

Thames Landscape Strategy report (2012 revision) that provides strategic guidance for the 

Thames corridor.  To achieve our aims, the Strategy brings together a partnership of statutory 

and non-statutory organisations, local groups and individuals to inform policy and to provide a 

link between the authorities, the community and the vision.   

 

 The TLS employs two full time members of staff who provide 

a catalyst to implement project work on the ground.  

Since 2000, more than £20m  has been raised to enhance 

the Thames corridor on a range of schemes including 

landscape restoration, biodiversity works, recreational 

improvements, habitat creation, catchment management 

and flood risk enhancements.  

 

The TLS partnership has an active volunteer programme 

having managed 280,000 volunteer hours over 15 years.  

The TLS Towpath Management Plan is updated annually 

setting out the day-to-day actions needed to manage the 

diverse and much cherished riverbanks of the Arcadian 

Thames.   

 

This report has been published on the 21st anniversary of 

the founding of the Thames Landscape Strategy and is 

intended to provide a summary of the organisation and 

our work.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Thames Landscape 
Strategy is as much about 
the day-to-day link between 
the landscape, the 
community and the 
authorities as about the long 
term vision’  
Kim Wilkie 
Co-founder and Patron TLS 
 
  



 
The Arcadian Thames 
Between Weybridge, Hampton and Kew the River Thames meanders through a unique 

landscape of parks, royal palaces and working communities known as the Arcadian Thames 

(meaning ‘rural paradise’). Centuries of settlement have left a legacy of architecture, 

accessible open space and nature conservation value unparalleled in the rest of the city – a 

landscape considered to be one of the most remarkable urban landscapes in the world. 

 

The character of the landscape has evolved from its geology and history of settlement. The 

river flows north in tight bends around the mass of Richmond Hill, creating a sequence of 

intimate reaches. The towns and villages along the river banks retain distinct identities, each 

with its particular history, economy and architectural character, separated by large tracts of 

accessible open space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Many of these open spaces are the legacy of royal ownership – the river between 

Weybridge and Kew being a particular focus for successive generations of royal and 

aristocratic patronage from the 16th century onwards.  The sequence of palaces, parks, 

gardens and villas, connected by an elaborate network of avenues and vistas, established a 

structure of open space that has survived to the present. Today, the Arcadian Thames has 

more registered sites of historic and natural importance than in any other location in the UK 

and is formally recognised in the London Plan as one of London’s strategic cultural quarters.     

 

During the 17th and 18th centuries, the Thames landscape attracted poets, artists, writers and 

thinkers who were inspired by the river’s natural beauty and the sweeping view from 

Richmond Hill.   Collectively, they created a new way of thinking about the natural world; 

Arcadia became a symbol of idealised English scenery and is considered to be the cradle of 

the English Landscape Movement.  Interwoven with the royal landscape is a constantly 

evolving working landscape of historic settlements, boatyards, wharves and commercial 

frontages. This dynamism and activity brings the landscape alive and the details of the 

domestic architecture and boathouses contribute an essential element to the overall 

character of the river landscape. 

 

  



 

A Linear Park for People, Wildlife and Water 
Originally a private and privileged landscape, Arcadia 

was saved and democratised in the 19th century with 

many of the private estates being opened up for the 

public to enjoy.  The Thames became  a corridor for 

transport, people and wildlife; a linear park through the 

city with more connected open space than anywhere 

else in the capital.  The area was soon re-branded as 

‘London’s Countryside’ a haven for recreation – both 

beside and on the water - that continues to attract 

visitors from across the globe and includes two of the UK’S 

top ten most visited attractions (Hampton Court and Kew 

Gardens). 

  

The linked areas of open space also provide a valuable 

range of habitats for a rich and diverse cross section of 

wildlife to live and move about in.  The natural flood 

meadows at Syon, the National Nature Reserve at 

Richmond Park and the SSSI at Bushy Park are connected 

by the smaller open spaces dotted along the riverbanks 

that as a whole, make this short stretch of the Thames 

such an important inter-connected wildlife site.   

  

Increasingly the open space is being valued as a 

resource to help the metropolis manage its ever 

increasing flood risk.  It is known that over the next 

century, London will see more floods and droughts – the 

parks and gardens of Arcadia will need to adapt.   

  

The Arcadian Thames is a unique combination of a 

natural landscape, with rural pastures and flood 

meadows; a landscape of royal palaces and riverside 

villas; a designed landscape of avenues and vistas; a 

public landscape of parks, towpaths and river recreation; 

a cultural landscape which has inspired painters, poets 

and composers since the Tudor times; and a working 

landscape of boatyards, docks and commercial centres.   

Above all, it is a place where wildlife, humans and water 

all co-exist within the confines of Europe’s largest 

metropolis.     

  

 
 



 
The Evolution of the Thames Landscape Strategy 
 

‘The Thames Landscape Strategy is that very rare animal; a 

movement with real popular appeal and an imaginative sense 

of what it is about landscapes that fires people’s imaginations’. 

Sir David Attenborough 

 

Initially the Strategy developed from ideas about the network 

of vistas along and across the river, drawn up by Kim Wilkie for 

the Royal Fine Art Commission Thames Connections exhibition.  

As part of the exhibition, Kim showed how the Arcadian 

Thames is linked by a network of historic landscape lines and 

vistas to form the structure of this part of the city.  These ideas 

caught the imagination of local interest groups and coincided 

with a growing concern to find a way of carrying the special 

character of the riverside into plans for the future. Although 

many of these issues were addressed in local authority 

Development Plans, there was no co-ordinated strategy which 

followed the river beyond borough boundaries.  

  

Stimulated by the interest of local groups and by a growing 

awareness of the need for integrated policies for the Thames, 

the project gradually evolved to cover an analysis of the 

character of the river landscape - both natural and man-

made.  The 100 year holistic vision for the river was published as 

the 1994 Thames Landscape Strategy (Hampton to Kew) report 

that drew together for the first time the history, topography, 

culture, politics and wildlife of this remarkable stretch of the 

river to form the basis for future policy and design. 

  

The 100 Year Strategy  
The Strategy takes a long view of the landscape, looking 

forward over the next 100 years.  It operates at two levels.  At a 

sub-regional level, it analyses the structure of the landscape, 

looking at its significance for nature conservation, recreation 

and tourism and proposing strategic policies for conservation 

and enhancement. This strategic guidance proposes a co-

ordinated approach to managing the river landscape, crossing 

administrative boundaries, with particular recommendations 

that are common across the TLS region.  

 

At a detailed level, the Strategy then explores the character of 

the local landscape, relating it to strategic issues; proposing 

specific recommendations, projects and management 

practices which will have a direct impact on the ground.  Local 
guidance and projects are based on more detailed analysis of 

the river in twelve consecutive landscape character reaches.  

To view the Strategy visit our website.   

 

The Thames Landscape Strategy Vision 
The Thames landscape is remarkable for its wealth of historic 

and natural heritage but the Strategy does not lose sight of the 

fact  that it is often the ordinary things that are most cherished 

and loved by the public giving us a sense of place, purpose 

and security.   



 
The Thames Landscape Strategy is about people, and the ways they connect with their 

physical, aesthetic, historic, natural, recreational and spiritual landscape.   At the core of the 

Thames Landscape Strategy is the acknowledgement that landscape assessment is based on 

more than aesthetic or heritage interest. In evaluating what is special about a place, people's 

perceptions and patterns of attachment must be recognised. Landscape is not only seen with 

the eye, it is felt in the heart.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The TLS and Development Management 
The Planning system is the backbone for the Strategy. The landscape relies on firm planning 

and conservation policies to maintain the resources we have inherited and to guide future 

development. The Thames Landscape Strategy sets guidance and projects for the river 

corridor as a whole, grouped together in one co-ordinated document that is intended both as 

a technical document and as a handbook to help local people appreciate and protect their 

river.    The Strategy  pioneered the principle that strategic planning policy can be both written 

and realised on the ground through partnerships of communities and local and national 

statutory bodies.   

 

Since publication, the ground-breaking TLS report has stood the test of time and inspired new 

river-based strategies and partnerships.    Changing priorities, the establishment of the Greater 

London Authority and the requirement to adapt to climate change, however, necessitated 

the need to review and update the original 100-year plan in 2012 following a two-year 

consultation with local people, national organisations, local authorities, business and 

landowners.   The 2012 revision of the Strategy is statutorily recognised in the London Plan and 

in Partner core strategies to form the basis for planning the Thames Policy Area.  The vision of 

the TLS forms the basis of the Mayor for London’s All London Green Grid Area Nine ‘The 

Arcadian Thames’ report.   

 

 The Strategy Partnership 
The TLS Partnership was established to take the Strategy forward and ensure that the policies, 

projects and management proposals were implemented on the ground. The partnership 

brought together the main riparian organisations and communities that have an interest in the 

river corridor.  With time, the partnership of funding bodies has grown considerably, based 

largely on an enviable track record of success and achievement.  In 2015 the funding bodies 

include: the London Boroughs of Hounslow and Richmond, The Royal Borough of Kingston, the 

Borough of Elmbridge, Surrey County Council, The Royal Parks, English Heritage / Historic 

England, Environment Agency, the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, Historic Royal Palaces, Port of 

London Authority, National Trust and the Crown Estate. 

 

 

  



  

The Community 
Because landscape is about the perceptions of the people who live in a place and the 

activities which bring a place alive, the local community is crucial to the identity and 

character of an area. Just as former communities contributed to the landscape we have 

inherited, so the involvement of today’s residents is central to the way the river is evolving. 

Policies for the river environment have to be based on an intimate understanding of how 

people use the Thames and the special associations which the landscape holds for them. 

Conservation and enhancement policies for something as dynamic and interactive as 

landscape can only work if they are based on a broad agreement among the people 

involved.    

 

The role of the community in supporting and shaping the TLS’s strategic vision and in the 

implementation of projects on the ground has been at the heart of the organisation for 21 

years.  The local community played an important part in advocating, directing and supporting 

the Strategy in its early years and subsequently during the preparation of the TLS Review of 

2012.   With changing climate and the increasing flood risk, this approach has never been 

more  important.  The Thames Landscape Strategy is ideally placed to help communities shape 

the way that the Arcadian Thames evolves over the next century as our environment changes.   

  

The Strategy, besides being a technical document incorporated in planning legislation, is also 

intended as a detailed handbook to help local people appreciate and protect their river.  In 

this way, the Strategy acts as the link between the riparian authorities and landowners with the 

community.    A Community Advisory Group  was established in 1994 to help steer the TLS and 

to ensure that the wider aspirations of local people and river users were represented.  Over the 

past two decades, the TLS Community Advisory Group has grown to embrace a wide range of 

interests whilst an associated ‘Friends of the Thames’ Group has many hundreds members.  The 

Strategy has provided the catalyst for community action through project work and 

volunteering.  This has been particularly successful, culminating in a special award from 

London in Bloom in 2012 for community engagement.  Between 2000 and 2015, 280,000 

volunteer hours were managed by TLS across the four boroughs working with a wide range of 

different local communities, young people and hard to reach groups.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 





 

The Thames Landscape Strategy Structure 
It is important that the Thames Landscape Strategy document does not just sit on the shelf. To 

guide the Thames Landscape Strategy and to ensure action on the ground a management 

structure is set out in a three year Memorandum of Agreement (MoA). The MoA sets out the 

way that the organisation is governed and provides a funding commitment from each 

participating organisation.  

  

Patrons; HRH The Duke of Gloucester, Sir David Attenborough, Kim Wilkie 

 

A Three Tier Partnership Board 

•Executive Review Board: To provide strategic guidance for the Strategy. Councillors, 

landowners, business and the community are represented on the Board 

•Officers Steering Committee: The committee consists of senior Local Authority officers and 

representatives from the National Agencies.  

•Community Advisory Group: The Group acts as a community forum and enables the Co-

ordinator to have access to local and specialist advice.  

 

TLS Co-ordinator: A full time Chief Executive Officer is employed by the TLS partnership to find 

resources, promote projects, co-ordinate and encourage the local authorities, statutory 

organisations, landowners and the local community to turn the Strategy into action.   

Project Development Officer:  A full time Project Development Officer is employed to secure 

and deliver projects.  Other officers are appointed on a project by project basis. 

 

Thames Landscape Strategy Friends of the Thames Group: The TLS has an active friends group 

made up of the many individuals and groups that have an interest in the Thames.   

 

TLS ‘In Action’ Projects: The TLS has established a series of projects to implement the Strategy 

on the ground.  These consist of sub groups of the TLS bringing together those groups and 

organisations that are needed to implement each individual project.   

 

Volunteers:  A team of volunteers has been established covering the areas of foreshore and 

Thames Path tidy groups, conservation work, project management, events organising, nature 

conservation and fundraising.   

 

Father Thames Trust:  An independent charity, The Father Thames Trust was established in 1998 

to act as the charitable arm of the Strategy. The Trust has raised millions of pounds to assist 

project work and to ensure the core costs of the organisation are met. 

 

Action Arcadia CIC: is a Community Interest Company to provide a mechanism for 

implementing more  TLS projects on the ground. 

  

 

Funding and Delivery 
The core costs of the TLS are met in part by the contributions of the funding partners - the 

costs being split between the 12 organisations involved.  An additional £40 K has to be raised 

annually through grant aid, donations and management fees to cover the core costs of 
running the small but dynamic organisation.   Office and storage space is provided by the 

Royal Parks at Holly Lodge in Richmond Park.  The London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

acts as lead partner providing HR assistance.   

  

 The budget and three-year work programme is set out in the TLS Action Plan agreed by the 

partnership board.   Project work is funded through a variety of different means and is 

managed both directly by the TLS or by one of the project partners.  Working with the Father 

Thames Trust and the TLS partnership, over £20m has been raised to restore, conserve and 

open up the landscape.  An annual Towpath Management Plan is produced by the Strategy 

to guide work along the riverside.  Much of this is achieved through volunteer action.   

 



 

The Thames Landscape Strategy Aims and Objectives 
• To bring together a partnership of organisations, individuals and community groups that 

have an interest in the Thames in order to provide strategic guidance for the Thames corridor 

between Weybridge and Kew 

• To implement the policies, projects and management proposals set out in the Thames 

Landscape Strategy and to develop new initiatives and opportunities within the remit of the 

Strategy through strategic and local initiatives, projects and other partner initiatives 

• To conserve the natural and man-made landscape of the area, enhancing sites of nature 

conservation value and create new opportunities for biodiversity, catchment management 

planning and flood risk management in the implementation of the Thames Landscape 

Strategy. 

• To protect and enhance historic buildings, historic parks and gardens, landscapes and 

ancient monuments 

• To encourage and maintain a high level of community commitment to the Thames 

Landscape Strategy vision and encourage community involvement and action to help realise 

the Thames Landscape Strategy 

• To facilitate the creation of partnerships between the public, private and voluntary sectors 

• To raise awareness of the Thames Landscape Strategy, increase educational opportunities 

and promote understanding of the Thames environment and ways of conserving and 

enhancing that environment 

• To raise awareness of the Arcadian Thames between Hampton and Kew and improve and 

manage the tourism potential and economic well-being of the area 

• To stimulate, where appropriate, and manage formal and informal recreation associated 

with the Thames 

 

The Thames Landscape Strategy into Action! 
Many of the landowners have taken responsibility for implementing the Strategy including the 

private landowners, the boroughs and statutory agencies. The project and management 

proposals set out in the Strategy are designed to inform existing programmes of work and link 

operations together across land ownership boundaries explaining how interventions fit within 

the overall landscape pattern. 

  

The Community has provided a key role in validating and supporting the Thames Landscape 

Strategy. The TLS has ensured regular liaison with local interest groups and residents. This 

process of consultation and communication has been critical to the identification and 

acceptance of local environmental enhancement initiatives. Even small changes in the 

familiar local landscape can cause great alarm if the enhancements are not fully understood 

and discussed in advance. Many of the completed projects have been carried out through 

voluntary action by the community providing local knowledge and practical assistance.  

  

The Thames Landscape Strategy itself has taken the initiative in implementing the Strategy 

through a programme of works that has become known as The Thames Landscape Strategy 

in Action. These schemes are set out in the Annual Action Plan.  The widespread support for 

the Thames Landscape Strategy is due in large measure to the tangible signs of landscape 

enhancement that can be seen on the ground carried out by the TLS. 

  
  



 

The TLS Towpath Management Plan 
Well cared for and diverse riverside open spaces are of 

great importance to many local people. The TLS has 

championed best practice in caring for our open 

spaces, finding innovative ways to improve the 

maintenance of the towpaths through the introduction 

of new  techniques. 

 

The annual  TLS Towpath Management Plan sets out the 

specific management requirements for the riverside and 

has provided a detailed handbook to guide 

maintenance for riparian owners, appointed contractors 

and communities since 2001.  The plan provides the 

practical information needed, on a site by site basis for: 

litter collection, tree works, mowing, invasive species 

removal, tree and hedge planting, maintenance of 

street furniture and surface repair.   

 

The plan ensures that volunteering is directly linked to 

statutory provision in order to provide a best use of 

resources.  Where additional funding is required, the 

plan also sets out a mechanism to secure this.    

 

Since the launch of the Towpath Management Plan 

there has  been an 85% reduction in riverside litter and a 

considerable increase in native species found along the 

riverbanks. The Plan was awarded a special 

commendation in the National Waterway  Renaissance 

Awards.    

 

Volunteering 
To ensure community engagement and foster 

‘ownership’ in the management of the landscape, the 

TLS has an active and successful volunteer programme.  

Initially volunteers simply helped to pick litter and remove 

weeds but through the evolution of the Towpath 

Management Plan the work has become increasingly 

diverse.  The TLS also works with the Probation Services, 

Community Payback Scheme and actively targets 

young people.  280,000 volunteer hours have been 

managed since 2000.  

 

In the freshwater reaches, the TLS has teamed up with 

the Surrey Care Trust to deliver volunteer activities 

working from a community narrowboat  Swingbridge II.   

 
 



 
 

Landscape and Garden Restoration 
By 1994 many of the Arcadian Thames historic places had fallen into disrepair and were in 

need of restoration. The Thames Landscape Strategy has acted as the catalyst for an 

ambitious restoration programme across a range of different open spaces including formal 

gardens, historic parkland, grand avenues and informal public spaces.  £13M has been raised 

for landscape restoration notably through the London’s Arcadia scheme to restore the View 

from Richmond Hill.  Whilst the TLS has managed many of these restoration programmes 

directly, much more has been achieved through the wider action of partners including 

Historic Royal Palaces, The Strawberry Hill Trust, Royal Botanic Gardens Kew and Syon House.   

 

Streetscape Enhancements 
The TLS has championed the enhancement of the ordinary public open spaces that connect 

the main historic sites clustered along the Thames. These include intimate spaces such as 

Isleworth Promenade, bustling promenade walks and historic waterfronts such as Richmond 

and Kingston Riversides and leafy towpath walks at Molesey, Kew and Ham.  Working in 

partnership with the four boroughs, TfL, SUSTRANS  and other partners, much work has been 
carried out to improve these spaces focusing on the following themes: streetscape surfacing, 

lighting (to improve both the appearance of light columns/lanterns and the light source itself - 

for people and nocturnal wildlife), repair and enhancements of historic walls, railings and 

steps; placement of litter bins; repair of benches;  access improvements; enhancements that 

aid mental mapping and legibility; planting and street trees. 

 

Habitat Creation and Floodplain Restoration  
The historic network of parks, gardens, towpaths and avenues of the Arcadian Thames form 

the capital’s largest interconnected wildlife corridor that stretches from Inner London to the 

Surrey Hills and beyond. This mosaic of habitats supports a diverse range of resident and 

migratory species. The TLS has worked at a landscape level with a variety of partners to 

enhance these riparian habitats and green corridors implementing a range of local and 

national initiatives. Increasingly, measures to restore natural floodplain are being explored 

linked to the London Rivers Action Plan, the London Biodiversity Action Plan, Catchment 

Management Plans and flood risk action plans. Measures have included: enhancement of 

green corridors; naturalisation of riverbanks; reedbed creation; sand martin, owl and bat box 

installation; enhancement of backwaters and other wet habitats; re-introduction of wet 

meadowland; pollarding and coppicing of riverside trees; 4km of native hedge planting 

layered in a traditional way; tree planting – over 5,000 native trees planted; restoration of 

floodplain channels at Home Park; measures to re-introduce productive landscapes.   
 

  
  





 
 

Landscape Connections 
Enhancing the ways that different sites are linked with each 

other has been a keen goal of the TLS. This includes both 

physical and intellectual connections focusing on the places 

in between the main honey pot locations that are so often 

neglected. The TLS has also been actively involved in 

improving leisure activity along the Thames corridor.  The  TLS 

Travel Plan Network brings together those organisations that 

own or manage the attractions and open spaces along the 

River Thames in order to plan how sustainable visitor travel 

planning options and other visitor related enhancements can 

be achieved through joint measures.  

 

In 2010 an Arcadian Thames Destination Travel Plan was 

published that has been followed with a Marketing Strategy 

for the Arcadian Thames.   In this way, the TLS provides 

riparian authorities and visitors with advice on how to plan a 

trip and subsequently move about the landscape.  Ways to 

increase understanding have been  put in place including 

both off-site activities (such as visitor guides, websites and 

joint ticketing) as well as physical improvements to 

infrastructure (such as accessible footpaths, signage, 

improved cycling facilities, dry routes or river crossings). 

 

Understanding the Landscape  
People need to know what is going on along the river and to 

feel that they have a voice in influencing its future. This 

understanding has helped to inform communities on why 

certain (sometimes controversial) measures are needed and 

has helped to shape the way that the TLS implements its 

policies on the ground. In 2012, the Thames Landscape 

Strategy was recognised for its community-based approach 

to landscape management with a special award from 

London in Bloom. 

 

The TLS has an active Education and Outreach Programme 

that includes publicity, talks and participation at local fairs 

and events.  Over the years, the Strategy has also organised 

many one-off events promoting the landscape to both 

established and new audiences.   

 

The Education and Outreach Programme 
The involvement of local schools and other education 

programmes have been weaved into most TLS projects. The 

goals of the TLS were set out in the Education and Outreach 

Action Plan in 2007. The schools programme has carried out 

both formal and informal learning with an emphasis on linking 

learning with the opportunity to get out into the landscape 

through volunteering and outdoor activities.  The formal TLS 

education programme has been rolled out in partnership with 

Orleans House Gallery that has targeted young people - in 

particular those from hard to reach groups and those 

excluded from education to provide the appropriate skills to 

re-enter formal learning or the jobs market.   

 



 

A Message from Sir David Attenborough  

TLS Founding Patron  
I have been associated with the Thames Landscape Strategy for 

21 years and have great pleasure in writing this message of 

support. The Thames Landscape Strategy is a quite extraordinary 

phenomena. It is that very rare animal: an organisation with real 

popular appeal and an imaginative sense of what it is about 

landscapes that fire people’s imagination. We should rejoice in 

having such an enthusiastic and committed partnership to guide 

the process of change along such a special stretch of river. 

 

The number of conflicting interests and concerns that there are 

along both banks of the Thames is daunting. The great success of 

the Thames Landscape Strategy has been to bring together and 

organise this plethora of partners, boroughs and  communities.  

By ‘herding cats’, it has achieved the impossible. The TLS has 

ensured that a varied wildlife habitat has been maintained, it has 

supported traditional river activities and has managed the 

landscape in a sensitive way that has complemented the 

marvellous historic buildings, nature reserves and parks that line 

this stretch of the Thames. The record of the Thames landscape 

Strategy is remarkable. 

 

The ideas at the heart of the Thames Landscape Strategy were 

proposed by Kim Wilkie, whose ground breaking vision originally 

sparked the imagination of the community and boroughs along 

the Thames. Vision is quite easy to have when you start but to 

retain this vision; to survive the bureaucracies, finances, problems 

and meetings and still to remain visionary after 21 years is 

however, a real achievement.  I congratulate the Thames 

Landscape Strategy for what they have done so far and offer 

then my whole hearted support. I look forward to continued 

success. 

HRH The Duke of Gloucester and 

Sir David Attenborough  



Thames Landscape Strategy  

Holly Lodge, Richmond Park, Richmond TW10 5HS 

For more information visit: www.thames-landscape-strategy.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/ThamesLandscapeStrategy      Telephone 020 8940 0654.   

The Thames Landscape Strategy 
Conserving the Arcadian Thames 

 

Make a Donation 
The Thames Landscape Strategy is a not-for-profit organisation whose aim is to conserve, 

enhance and promote the river corridor between Weybridge, Hampton and Kew.  Over the 

past ten years we have carried out over 280,000 volunteer hours of work and raised £20M to 
conserve the river corridor.   This work is only possible because of the unique way that the 

Strategy is funded.    

 

Our funding partners provide a proportion of the costs needed to support the day-to-day 

running of the small but dynamic office but each year we still have to raise an additional 

£40K of unrestricted funds simply to keep us going.    Private  donations and business 

contributions are needed to make up the shortfall.  This funding is also used to unlock larger 

pots of money from external grant-giving trusts, making even small contributions go a long 

way, enabling the Thames Landscape Strategy to achieve its conservation goals.    There are 

many ways in which you can donate to the Thames Landscape Strategy through our charity: 

The Father Thames Trust (100% of your donation will go to the TLS).  Don’t forget, if you are a 

UK tax payer to fill out the Gift Aid declaration adding even more value to your donation.   
 

TEXT:   70070 

One easy way to donate to the Thames Landscape Strategy is by using your mobile phone.  

Simply text TTLS01 followed by the amount you would like to donate (up to £10) to the 

following number 70070 (a free phone number). Your donation will be deducted from your 

phone bill.   
 

ONLINE:  www.justgiving.com/fatherthamestrust 

If you would like to make a donation to us online, either visit the TLS website and follow the 

links to ‘donate’ or visit our page at  www.just giving.com/fatherthamestrust 
 

BY POST:  To make a donation by cheque, please fill out the  Father Thames Trust donations 

form and return with your cheque to The Father Thames Trust at Holly Lodge.     

 

 Legacies 
Legacies can play an important part in helping the Thames Landscape Strategy’s work to 

conserve and enhance the Arcadian Thames.  Making a will or an amendment to an 

existing will is more straightforward and less expensive than you might think (although it is 

recommended that you use a professional legal advisor such as a solicitor when drawing up 

your will).  Any legacy that you would kindly wish to leave the Thames Landscape Strategy 

should be directed through the Father Thames Trust.  If you wish, you may stipulate any 

particular aspect of our work that you would like to form your legacy.  You will need to 

provide the Father Thames Trust’s full details in your will: 

 

 

The Father Thames Trust, c/o Holly Lodge, Richmond Park, Richmond TW10 5HS 

The Father Thames Trust is registered with the England and Wales Charity Commission 

registration number: 1054655 and works with the Thames Landscape Strategy as its preferred 

charity.  

 

 

 


