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Summary  
The Thames Landscape  Strategy  is a  not -for-profit  partnership  for the  river corridor  between  

Weybridge,  Hampton  and  Kew.  Our  aim  is to  understand,  promote  and  conserve  this special  

stretch  of  the  river and  to  enhance  its character  ð both  natural  and  manmade . 

 

Launched  in 1994, the  TLS is a  100-year  blueprint  for  the  Thames, whose  vision is set out  in the  

Thames Landscape  Strategy  report  (2012 revision)  that  provides  strategic  guidance  for the  

Thames corridor .  To achieve  our  aims, the  Strategy  brings  together  a  partnership  of  statutory  

and  non -statutory  organisations,  local  groups  and  individuals  to  inform  policy  and  to  provide  a  

link between  the  authorities,  the  community  and  the  vision.   

 

 The TLS employs  two  full time  members  of  staff  who  provide  

a  catalyst  to  implement  project  work  on  the  ground .  

Since 2000, more  than  £20m  has been  raised  to  enhance  

the  Thames corridor  on  a  range  of  schemes  including  

landscape  restoration,  biodiversity  works, recreational  

improvements,  habitat  creation,  catchment  management  

and  flood  risk enhancements .  

 

The TLS partnership  has an  active  volunteer  programme  

having  managed  280,000 volunteer  hours over  15 years.  

The TLS Towpath  Management  Plan is updated  annually  

setting  out  the  day -to -day  actions  needed  to  manage  the  

diverse  and  much  cherished  riverbanks  of  the  Arcadian  

Thames.   

 

This report  has been  published  on  the  21st anniversary  of  

the  founding  of  the  Thames Landscape  Strategy  and  is 

intended  to  provide  a  summary  of  the  organisation  and  

our  work .   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ôThe Thames Landscape 
Strategy is as much about 
the day -to-day link between 
the landscape, the 
community and the 
authorities as about the long 
term visionõ  
Kim Wilkie 
Co -founder and Patron TLS  
 
  



 
The Arcadian  Thames 
Between  Weybridge,  Hampton  and  Kew the  River Thames meanders  through  a  unique  

landscape  of  parks,  royal  palaces  and  working  communities  known  as the  Arcadian  Thames 

(meaning  ôrural paradiseõ). Centuries  of  settlement  have  left  a  legacy  of  architecture,  

accessible  open  space  and  nature  conservation  value  unparalleled  in the  rest of  the  city  ð a  

landscape  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most  remarkable  urban  landscapes  in the  world . 

 

The character  of  the  landscape  has evolved  from  its geology  and  history of  settlement . The 

river flows north  in tight  bends  around  the  mass of  Richmond  Hill, creating  a  sequence  of  

intimate  reaches . The towns  and  villages  along  the  river banks  retain  distinct  identities,  each  

with  its particular  history, economy  and  architectural  character,  separated  by  large  tracts  of  

accessible  open  space . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Many  of  these  open  spaces  are  the  legacy  of  royal  ownership  ð the  river between  

Weybridge  and  Kew being  a  particular  focus  for successive  generations  of  royal  and  

aristocratic  patronage  from  the  16th century  onwards .  The sequence  of  palaces,  parks,  

gardens  and  villas, connected  by  an  elaborate  network  of  avenues  and  vistas, established  a 

structure  of  open  space  that  has survived  to  the  present . Today,  the  Arcadian  Thames has 

more  registered  sites of  historic  and  natural  importance  than  in any  other  location  in the  UK 

and  is formally  recognised  in the  London  Plan as one  of  Londonõs strategic  cultural  quarters .     

 

During  the  17th and  18th centuries,  the  Thames landscape  attracted  poets,  artists, writers and  

thinkers who  were  inspired  by  the  riverõs natural  beauty  and  the  sweeping  view  from  

Richmond  Hill.   Collectively,  they  created  a  new  way  of  thinking  about  the  natural  world ; 

Arcadia  became  a  symbol  of  idealised  English scenery  and  is considered  to  be  the  cradle  of  

the  English Landscape  Movement .  Interwoven  with  the  royal  landscape  is a  constantly  

evolving  working  landscape  of  historic  settlements,  boatyards,  wharves  and  commercial  

frontages . This dynamism  and  activity  brings  the  landscape  alive  and  the  details  of  the  

domestic  architecture  and  boathouses  contribute  an  essential  element  to  the  overall  

character  of  the  river landscape . 

 

  


