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TLS Co-ordinator Jason Debney spent a week in Richmond Virginia this April 

meeting partner organisations, lecturing and learning how the James River is 

managed.  The visit was part of the long-standing relationship between the 

Thames Landscape Strategy and a number of organisations in Virginia including 

the James River Park, Scenic Virginia, Beautiful RVA and Capital Trees.   

 

Jason gave several lectures on his visit to a range of organisations such as the 

James River Advisory Council at the Deep Run Recreation Center (an umbrella 

group of many different organisations similar to the TLS Community Advisory 

Group), to local press, landscape architects and City of Richmond staff.  A key 

note speech was given by Jason at the Beautiful RVA Meeting held at Lewis 

Ginter Botanical Garden followed by a dinner hosted by Cabell and John West 

on behalf of Capital Trees.  In his lecture, Jason outlined the work of the TLS and 

demonstrated how lessons could be learnt from the Thames experience 

particularly on how to implement a ‘plan’ and ensure that views are protected.  

Jason finished with a romp through the recent Richmonds of the World medal 
ceremony at Hampton Court Palace. 

 

Jason toured the riverside with City planning officials and staff from the James 

River Park System at their magnificent Reedy Creek headquarters before touring 

the Riverfront to look at potential projects.  Richmond City Council has recently 

published a Downtown Plan and a Riverfront Plan to help shape the future of 
the James River.  He was shown several ground breaking schemes to rejuvenate 

the riverside including Brown’s Island Dam Walk, 14th Street takeout, the Pipeline, 

the new Capital Trail, the Richmond Slave Trail and the overlook at Mayo’s 

Bridge – plans that include a proposal for a new ‘green’ bridge across the 

James.   

 
During his stay Jason also visited Lewis Ginter Botanic Gardens to see the 

magnificent changes that have taken place since his last visit and to look at a 

tree planted in 2007 during a TLS trip.  Jason was also taken on a boat trip by 

Mike Ostrander of Discover the James Tours.  The afternoon boat ride passed 

through some of the finest watery scenery on the East Coast and included stops 

at the USA’s second permanent English settlement and at known Native 

American village locations of the Powatan Indians.  The highlight of the trip 

however, was the bald eagle and osprey watching.  Mike, who knows the river 

intimately was able to get close to literally dozens of birds including the biggest 

(natural) sand martin wall imaginable.   

 

The visit concluded with a tree planting ceremony on the brow of Libby Hill.  The 

tree planting marked the on-going relationship between the two Richmonds but 

was also intended to demonstrate the Thames Landscape Strategy’s support to 

Scenic Virginia’s Indignation Campaign to save their view from a potentially 

devastating planning application that would sever the 180 degree panorama in 

two.  



The James River Park has a remarkably similar character to the Arcadian Thames.  In both 

locations a semi natural river flows through a landscape of  parks, gardens, historic houses 

and bustling town centres.  Both rivers are full of wildlife and offer first class opportunities 

for recreation.  Above all, both the James and the Thames provide that most special of 

things – the opportunity to get close to nature within the confines of a large city.   



At the centre of each landscape is a view sweeping across a bend in the river.  It has been 

said that virtually the whole history of England can be interpreted from Richmond Hill – the 

same can also be said for Virginia’s view across the James. And the Downtown Area.   





Above: Jason Debney, Ralph White and Nathan Burrell (past and present Superintendant 

of the James River Park .  Below: Jason with Leighton Powell, CEO Scenic Virginia  



Above: Jason Debney with Randee Humphrey (Lewis Ginter Botanic Gardens), Ralph, 

Leighton and Susan Nolan (Sister Cities Commission) .  Below: Jason with Ellen and Pettus 
LeCompte 



Jason on a study tour of the James River, the James 

River Park offices at Reedy Creek, watching ospreys 

and bald eagles with Ralph on the James.   



Shane Tippett inspecting the English Oak planted at Lewis Ginter Botanic Gardens in 2007 

during a TLS trip.   



The Richmond Slave Trail  

The Richmond Slave Trail is a walking trail that chronicles 

the history of the trade of enslaved Africans from Africa to 

Virginia until 1775, and away from Virginia, especially 

Richmond, to other locations in the Americas until 1865.  It 

begins at Manchester Docks, a major port in the massive 

downriver Slave Trade that made Richmond the largest 

source of enslaved Africans on the east coast of America 

from 1830 to 1860. The trail then follows a route through the 

former slave markets of Richmond, beside the 

Reconciliation Statue commemorating the international 

triangular slave trade, past Lumpkin's Slave Jail and the 

Negro Burial Ground to the site of First African Baptist 

Church, a centre of African-American life in pre-Civil War 

Richmond.    

We were led in silence on the first part of the walk by the 

trail’s instigator Ralph White, where we were asked to 

imagine what was going on  in the heads of those African 

slaves as they were marched from the slave docks to the 

market.  Powerful stuff.   

The James River Park devised and set up the Slave Trail 

and has a clear vision on how the trail could be improved 

and better interpreted.  A proposal  to construct a 

baseball diamond however, would alter the character  of 

the Lumpkin’s Jail area and is  

being strongly opposed.   

 



Manchester Docks.  The start of the Slave Trail and the former slave port.  Just 10 years ago the 

area was derelict but thanks to a restoration programme led by The James River Park System 

the area has been sensitively restored and is now a popular visitor site.   



The end of the Slave Trail at 

Lumpkin’s Jail 



The Richmond Slave Trail – site of Lumpkin’s Jail 

(Richmond’s slave markets were featured in the Oscar 

winning 12 Years a Slave) 



The redundant Richmond Rail Station (adjacent to 

Lumpkin’s Jail)  – soon to be restored and used as the 

central farmers market (the oldest in the USA) 

The Negro Graveyard 



A proposal to build a baseball 

stadium immediately adjacent to the 

site of  Lumpkin’s Jail and the Negro 

Graveyard has much opposition.    



A Downtown Plan and Riverside Plan has 

been developed by Richmond City 

Council.  Here a ‘skyline’ bridge is 

proposed to link the two banks of the 

James  using the pillars of an old bridge  



The Proposed Dam Walk – a 

landscape regeneration scheme that 

forms part of the Riverside Plan.    



With Ralph and Mike Ostrander – 

owner  of Discover the James.   



Searching out osprey, bald eagles, 
sand martins and beaver 





The new Capital Trail – a cycle route 
linking Jamestown, Williamsburg and 

Richmond 



The canal walk along the James – 

landscaped by Capital Trees.  Below 

the top of the flood wall – recently 

landscaped.   



Rockett’s Landing:  Virginia’s 
Petersham Meadow.  Scenic Virginia 

is campaigning to have the area 

landscaped.   





The view that named Richmond – the 

tree (above centre) was planted to 

block the grain silos below.   



The view has many faces and is truly a 180 

degree panorama.  A high rise building is 

proposed for the site above – a move that is 

being strongly fought bringing to mind the 

great indignation campaign of 1902 to save 

our view.  Below – the view down Main 

Street 





A tree was planted to mark the visit.   


