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Teddington Gateway
 ‘To conserve, enhance and promote Teddington Lock, placing it at the heart of a waterspace renaissance throughout the Thames Landscape Strategy area’

Located between Hampton and Kew,
Teddington Lock is a unique and important
river landmark. It  connects the non-tidal
Thames, running through Oxford and Henley,
to the tidal Thames, and is a key gateway for
local people, through the historic Teddington
footbridge and river towpaths.

Teddington Lock is the largest lock on the River
Thames and is owned and managed by the
Environment Agency.  Teddington Lock
contains heritage features of regional and
national significance, including the enormous
barge and skiff lock and original lock office.
The s i te  i s  located ins ide  a  des ignated
conservation area and is at the very centre of
the Thames Landscape Strategy region.  From
the early 19th century, when the Corporation
of London opened the original timber pound
lock to the public, Teddington Lock has always
been a key s ite a long this  stretch of  the
Thames. In 1857, the original lock was replaced
and a new skiff lock added to accommodate the
increasing craft and commercial freight traffic.
The lock cut was extended, boat slides were
added and in 1904, the enormous barge lock
was bui lt  to cope with the larger freight
carriers. This broad arrangement of locks still
remains today and whilst freight traff ic has
been all but replaced with pleasure craft, the
site provides a unique reminder of the river
h istory  and her i tage assoc iated with
Teddington Lock and the wider river corridor.

‘Teddington Gateway’ was launched at the
Teddington River Festival in June 2004, where
more than 15,000 people descended on to
Teddington’s riverside. This date was chosen
to coincide with the 100th birthday of the
Teddington Barge Lock, a fitting start to a
project centered around river heritage and
improving connections from, to and along the
River Thames.

The objectives of Teddington Gateway are
both bold and important.  They have been
devised to conserve and enhance the most
important historic and natural elements of the
lock area and the surrounding open spaces and
towpaths.  These include enhancements to
l ight ing,  seat ing,  ra i l ings  and s ignage.
Biodiversity works such as habitat creation,
hedge and tree planting, and building and lock
structure restoration.

The enhancements to Teddington Lock will
seek to address the fundamental issue that
Teddington Lock, as the junction between the
tidal and non-tidal river is often seen as a
barrier to boat navigation.  For this reason it is
impor tant  to  address  the areas  fur ther
upstream and downstream of the lock in order
to encourage and facilitate local people, boat
users and day-trippers to visit and go beyond
Teddington, be it through scheduled passenger
services, hire or privately owned boats.

In addition, Teddington Gateway will improve
facilities for other river users (such as pump-
outs, passenger landing stages and visitor
moorings),  commuters,  vis itors and local
people by improving amenities on the riverbank
and towpaths enabling greater recreational
opportunities, public enjoyment, access to and
understanding of the Thames corridor.

Whilst a strong commitment and vision for the
project  has  been achieved,  there  i s  st i l l
cons iderable  development  wor k and
consultation to be conducted to take the
project proposals forward and ensure they are
well designed and of lasting benefit. Heritage
Lottery Funding is being sought that will need
to be matched by contributions from the public
and grant giving trusts.

Teddington Gateway is  be ing  developed
through the TLS partnership. The members
involved share common views and aspirations
and are strongly committed to the project. The
Environment Agency is the lead organisation
and i s  work ing  c lose ly  through the TLS
partnership with the following members and
groups; London Borough of Richmond upon
Thames, Royal Borough of Kingston upon
Thames,  Por t  of  London Author i ty,
Teddington Society, Local businesses, clubs
and residents.
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DISCOVER THE ARCADIAN THAMES

‘Conserve, promote and enhance for the future,
one of the world’s great urban river landscapes

between Hampton and Kew’

The Thames Landscape Strategy is one of three sub-regional
partnerships for the Thames in the greater London area,
whose focus is the remarkable river corridor between
Hampton and Kew. Launched in 1994, the strategy is a 100-
year blueprint for the Thames, whose vision is to conserve,
enhance and promote for the future, one of the world’s great
urban landscapes. To achieve its aims, the strategy brings
together a partnership of statutory and non-statutory
organisations, local groups and individuals to inform strategic
policy and to implement a broad range of projects and
management proposals.

Thames Landscape Strategy
Holly Lodge
Richmond Park
Richmond TW10 5HS
020 8940 0654
tls@richmond.gov.uk
www.thames-landscape-strategy.org.uk

A Message from Sir David Attenborough
Patron of the Thames Landscape Strategy

During the 18th Century, Arcadia, an idyllic
pastoral landscape was created along the
Thames between Hampton and Kew.
Magnif icent royal and aristocratic palaces,
gardens and parks were constructed and
linked by a series of avenues, set within a
framework of meadows and woodland.

Today this stretch of the Thames is
recognised as one of the world’s great urban
landscapes, allowing Londoners to escape the
hustle and bustle of modern day city life.

“The Thames
Landscape Strategy
is that very rare
animal: an
organisation with
real popular appeal
and an imaginative
sense of what it is
about landscapes
that fires people’s
imagination.  We
need to take active
steps now to ensure

that we maintain a varied wildlife habitat,
support traditional river activities, and manage
the landscape to complement the marvellous
historic buildings, nature reserves and parks
that line this stretch of the Thames.   The ideas
proposed by the Thames Landscape Strategy
are truly groundbreaking and really moving
forward.   We should rejoice in having such an
enthusiastic and committed organisation to
guide this process and I look forward to
continued success throughout the coming
years”.
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