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Earlier this year, the Mayor published the All London 
Green Grid Supplementary Planning Guidance to the 
London Plan which set the vision, and framework,  
for London’s network of green, and open spaces –  
its green infrastructure.

Green infrastructure has an increasingly important 
role to play as we face the challenges of sustaining 
economic growth and the expected changes to 
London’s demography and climate. It can help 
absorb flood water, cool the urban environment and 
clean the air. It can be used for local food production, 
to promote sport and leisure and ensure space for 
London’s fauna and flora; as a network it can provide 
links and connections between places, encouraging 
walking and cycling, highlighting landscape and 
heritage and supporting the local economy. By 
providing informal places for people to visit and 
interact, it brings Londoners together.

Sitting alongside new funds dedicated to planting  
a further 10,000 street trees and delivering 100 
Pocket Parks this document outlines further action 
planned to accelerate the delivery of the All London 
Green Grid. These include the new ‘Big Green’ spaces 
fund, which will provide a boost to a number of  
large Green Grid Projects, pushing them on toward 
delivery with advice and significant resources.  
This document sets out a commitment to help 
support and deliver the All London Green Grid by 
coordinating and fostering collaborations by a wide 
range of partners and stakeholders, a contribution 
that compliments the ongoing support from the 
Greater London Authority and Transport for London 
to improve the public realm across London as part  
of the London’s Great Outdoors initiative. 

Together we can push forward a green infrastructure 
for London and in so doing continue to shape and 
deliver a more prosperous, resilient and liveable city, 
and an environment in which businesses can thrive.

Matthew Pencharz
Environment Advisor to the Mayor of London

Foreword
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Taking 
forward the 
All London
Green Grid

The vision for the All London Green Grid is for a 
strategic interlinked network of high quality green 
infrastructure and open spaces that connect with 
town centres, public transport nodes, and major 
employment and residential areas. This network will 
protect, conserve and enhance London’s green and 
open, natural and cultural spaces, to deliver a range 
of benefits, including: 

— Increasing access to open space
—  Conserving landscape and the natural 

environment and increasing access to nature
— Improving sustainable travel connections
— Promoting healthy living
—  Enhancing distinctive destinations and  

boost the visitor economy
—  Promoting green skills and sustainable design, 

management and maintenance
— Helping London adapt to climate change 
— Improving air quality and soundscapes
—  Improved access to the Thames and the  

urban fringe

This document sets out in more detail the advice, 
support and resources available via the Mayor to 
foster partnership and coordination, to lever in 
further resources and support delivery. It recognises 
the work of our partners and sets out how the Mayor 
will work with a broad partnership to deliver a shared 
vision for green infrastructure. 

The Mayor and the GLA have been and will continue 
to collaborate and provide support and coordination 
in a number of ways. These include: 

1  Creating a supportive policy framework  
through the London Plan

2   The development of Area Frameworks to  
identify the actions and projects that will  
deliver London’s green infrastructure

3  Coordinating and strengthening the 
collaborative ALGG partnership 

4  Providing support, including funding and  
advice for key projects

The various natural landscapes and green spaces  
of London are recognised as an asset that can 
reinforce the character of places and how people 
identify with them. They are also an essential for 
ensuring London’s environmental resilience. The  
aim of the All London Green Grid (ALGG) is to look  
at these spaces in a joined up way, making sure  
the contribution they make to the quality of life,  
to the environment and to the economy are 
optimised and better realised. 

Building on the successes of the East London  
Green Grid, the ALGG extends through the capital 
from the Thames to the Green Belt. It does this  
along key landscape corridors, including the  
Thames tributaries; it incorporates established  
open spaces and identifies opportunities for  
new ones; it links and integrates spaces; and, 
connects across administrative boundaries.

The ALGG encourages greater use and engagement, 
popularising key destinations within the network 
and fostering a greater appreciation of London’s 
natural and cultural landscapes. It aims to extend 
and upgrade the walking and cycling networks in 
between to promote a sense of place and ownership 
for all who visit, or live or work in London.

Delivered alongside existing infrastructure such  
as London’s roads, pipes and digital networks an 
enhanced network of integrated green and open 
spaces – a ‘green infrastructure’ – can serve to 
shape and improve new and existing communities, 
support economic development, respond to the 
challenges of climate change, protect the natural 
environment, and thereby deliver an improved 
quality of life for all Londoners. 
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Creating a 
London-wide 
supportive policy 
framework 

The concept of a “green grid” – an integrated network 
of green and open spaces together with the Blue 
Ribbon Network of rivers and waterways – is at  
the centre of the London Plan’s approach to the 
provision, enhancement and management of green 
infrastructure (Policy 2.18).

The ALGG Supplementary Planning Guidance 
expands upon the objectives of Policy 2.18. It aims  
to promote the concept of green infrastructure,  
and increase its delivery by boroughs, developers, 
and communities, by describing and advocating  
an approach to the design and management of 
green and open spaces to deliver benefits including: 
sustainable travel, flood management, healthy  
living, and creating distinctive destinations; and  
the consequential economic uplift these bring. 

More detailed green infrastructure planning has 
been developed as part of the preparation of 
Opportunity Area Planning Frameworks (OAPFs)  
e.g. London Riverside, Upper Lea, etc, and more 
locally London boroughs have been developing  
their own supportive policy, including recognition  
or adoption of ALGG Area Frameworks within their 
Local Development Frameworks.

Furthermore, the ALGG concept can usefully be 
embedded in Neighbourhood Plans, Area Action 
Plans, Intensification Area Planning Frameworks and 
Open Space Strategies, and site based masterplans, 
development proposals, and projects.

1
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 District Parks 
 Local Park and Open Spaces
 Small Open Spaces – Pocket Parks
 Other / Private Open Spaces
 Strategic Walking Routes
 Strategic Cycling Routes
 Strategic Corridors
 Strategic Links
 Metropolitan Park Opportunities
 Regional Park Opportunities
 Regional Parks
 Metropolitan Parks
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Working in partnership 
—  enhanced collaboration 

arrangements

The promotion of green infrastructure, and the 
delivery of the All London Green Grid, requires 
increased partnership working; both to ensure  
a consistent narrative and to deliver projects that 
meet shared objectives, wider ownership and 
broader routes to delivery.

The Mayor stated he would work with boroughs and 
other stakeholders to put into place the appropriate 
governance structures needed to drive forward the 
All London Green Grid and secure the resources for 
its delivery.

Consequently, the Greater London Authority is 
committed to co-ordinating this partnership  
working and will establish a partnership framework 
comprising the following elements: 

—  ALGG Advocacy Group
  A group of up to six ‘champions’ (politicians and 

professionals) willing to highlight and support 
the work of the ALGG across different sectors 
(e.g. health, education, transport, planning etc) 
at a high level. NB This need not be established 
immediately. It will be established three to six 
months after the formal launch of the ALGG on 
December 10th 2012. The ALGG Steering Group 
(see below) will prepare ‘job descriptions’,  
and identify ‘challenges’ or ‘missions’ for the 
Advocacy Group to deliver.

—  ALGG Steering Group 
A group of up to 15 representatives charged with 
ensuring better co-ordination and integration of 
pan-London programmes and strategic projects, 
and collaborative working to securing high-level 
funding, resources and policy influence. GLA  
to host meetings and provide a secretariat.  
The Chairs of the Area Frameworks will be key 
representatives on the Steering Group.

—  ALGG Workshops and topic groups 
Regular workshops, webinars, etc. on selected 
subjects to inform and share best practice. The 
GLA is able to host and organise some of these, 
but hosting and organising of these events 
should be based on topics and themes being 
owned by relevant partners.
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The development 
of Area Frameworks 
—  identifying the projects 

that will deliver London’s  
green infrastructure

1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10 11 126

All London Green Grid
Supplementary Planning Guidance

Companion Document
Delivery Plan

Development Frameworks
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London Plan OAPFs
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The Mayor has supported the identification of 11 
Green Grid Areas (GGA) and the establishment of 
area-based partnerships (Area Groups) throughout 
London to promote cross boundary working.  
The Area Groups have developed a programme  
of projects and opportunities, set out in Area 
Frameworks, to enhance and extend the network.

ALGG Area Frameworks expand on the implementation 
points and strategic opportunities identified in the  
All London Green Grid Supplementary Planning 
Guidance. They identify projects that would deliver  
a multi-functional green infrastructure, and:

1  Establish a comprehensive baseline 
understanding of each area 

2  Define a vision, area objectives and strategic 
opportunities for each area 

3  Ensure that sub-regional and strategic relate to 
Borough level planning, regeneration, transport 
and open space strategies and initiatives

4  Sign-post the resources required and form 
bidding strategies to deliver the funding for 
strategic projects 

5  Consolidate resources, coordinate efforts and 
facilitate partnership working 
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The ALGG areas covered by these frameworks are: 

 Lee Valley and Finchley Ridge
 River Roding and Epping Forest
 Thames Chase, Beam, Ingrebourne
 River Cray and Southern Marshes
 South East London Green Chain Plus
 London’s Downlands
 Wandle Valley
 The Arcadian Thames
 River Colne and Crane
 Brent Valley and Barnet Plateau
 Central London
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Support and funding  
for exemplary projects

The Mayor’s direct delivery programme for the ALGG 
is via his London’s Great Outdoors initiative and 
includes the Mayor’s Street Trees Initiative and his 
Pocket Parks fund. It also includes: the former Help  
a London Park programme, and other green space 
enhancements delivered through Transport for 
London’s public realm programme; the Outer London 
Fund, and; the Mayor’s Regeneration Fund. These 
have and will continue to enable Londoners to  
gain access better quality spaces; increasing 
opportunities for coming together, relaxing and 
playing; for healthy living, food growing and a little 
more contact with nature.

The announcement of funding – of up to £2 million 
via the ‘Big Green’ fund, will support the work of  
Area Groups to take forward a number of exemplary 
strategic scale projects or clusters of projects. 
Separate guidance has been produced as an 
Addendum to this document and will be made 
available to ALGG Area Groups (or equivalent local 
partnerships) who will coordinate the submissions 
to the ‘Big Green’ fund.

Officers from across the GLA will support the area 
groups to develop exemplary projects and to identify 
the resources to deliver them.
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Via the Area Framework 
Process over 3000 projects 
have been indentified in 
London with over 200 as 
exemplary
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The work of 
our partners

Conclusion

Examples

Living Landscapes 
www.wildlondon.org.uk/living-landscapes

Greenways 
www.sustrans.org.uk/what-we-do/london-greenways

Wandle Valley Regional Park 
www.wandlevalleypark.org.uk

South-east Green Chain 
www.greenchain.com

Colne Valley Regional Park 
www.colnevalleypark.org.uk

The Mayor is far from alone in providing support  
for green infrastructure across London. Stakeholder 
programmes that are helping to deliver the ALGG 
include: Heritage Lottery Fund’s Parks for People, 
and Landscape Partnerships funds; the Environment 
Agency’s river restoration programme; and funding 
secured by NGOs to deliver a wide range of nature  
conservation, food-growing and tree-planting 
projects. Considerable investment is also provided 
by borough parks and public realm improvement 
programmes.

By working together, we can help improve London’s 
green space network to create attractive and 
functional spaces that make the most of the heritage 
of London’s parks, assists the ailing and ageing 
‘grey’ infrastructure, and improves the quality of life 
for Londoners.

Continued investment in London’s green 
infrastructure enhances the look and feel of the  
city, making it a more pleasant place for residents 
and visitors, and contributing to maintaining and 
improving London’s image as the world’s most  
green and liveable big city. This investment helps  
to highlight London’s offer as a city that can  
sustain economic growth.

This document has set out a framework for  
delivery, drawing on a wide partnership and  
a range of Mayoral and partner initiatives and 
strategies designed to accelerate delivery. 




