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Rudy the otter learning more about the TLS with Rebecca Law (TLS) and Daphne Neville at the 2010 
Kingston River Festival
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‘The Thames Landscape Strategy is as much about 
the day-to-day link between the landscape, the community and the 

authorities as about the long term vision.’ 

 Kim Wilkie, 2006

                                                                                                WHO WE ARE

The Thames Landscape Strategy vision is to

‘Conserve, promote and enhance for the future, 
one of the world’s great river landscapes between Hampton and Kew’

This will be achieved through the Thames Landscape Strategy Partnership objectives:

To bring together a partnership of organisations, individuals and community groups that have an interest in the Thames 
in order to provide strategic guidance for the Thames corridor between Hampton and Kew 

To implement the policies, projects and management proposals set out in the Thames Landscape Strategy and to 
develop new initiatives and opportunities within the remit of the Strategy through strategic and local initiatives, the TLS 
‘In Action’ schemes and other partner initiatives

To protect and enhance the natural and man-made landscape of the area 

To protect and improve sites of nature conservation value and create new opportunities for biodiversity and flood risk 
management in the implementation of the Thames Landscape Strategy.

To protect and enhance historic buildings, historic parks and gardens, landscapes and ancient monuments

To encourage and maintain a high level of community commitment to the Thames Landscape Strategy vision and 
encourage community involvement and action to help realise the Thames Landscape Strategy  

To facilitate the creation of partnerships between the public, private and voluntary sectors

To raise awareness of the Thames Landscape Strategy, increase educational opportunities and promote understanding 
of the Thames environment and ways of protecting, conserving and enhancing that environment

To raise awareness of the Arcadian Thames between Hampton and Kew and improve and manage the tourism potential 
and economic well-being of the area 

To stimulate, where appropriate, and manage formal and informal recreation associated with the Thames

To secure and raise funding to enable the Thames Landscape Strategy to be implemented

The River Thames lies at the physical, economic and spiritual centre of one of the world’s greatest and diverse capital 
cities embodying both London’s ancestry and capacity for change, renewal and evolution.  The river however, is as 
diverse as the capital itself, constantly changing as it flows through the metropolis to the sea.  This variety has been 
characterised into four distinct reaches, based on an understanding of the unique environments, dynamism and use of 
the Thames corridor rather than on more traditional political or navigational boundaries.  
The Thames Landscape Strategy, established in 1994, brings together a partnership of riparian organisations and 
communities within a 100-year vision for one of these distinct reaches between Hampton and Kew (with an extension 
in Elmbridge to Weybridge).  This Royal stretch of the Thames is often referred to as the Arcadian Thames – a rural 
paradise of inter-connected parks, gardens, palaces, public open spaces, historic settlements and working riverside 
communities that offers some of the best recreational opportunities in the region.  
Similar initiatives have been established for two adjoining character areas – the Thames Strategy Kew to Chelsea and 
the Thames Estuary Partnership (Tower Bridge to Shoeburyness).  Collectively these three organisations form the 
River Thames sub-regional partnerships recognised by the Mayor of London.  
The Thames Landscape Strategy (TLS) sets out a handbook to guide change along the Thames corridor embracing a 
range of different priorities and strategic goals such as the Water Framework Directive, flood risk management plans, 
borough Local Development Frameworks and Area Action Plans.  In this way the Strategy is ideally placed to act as 
a catalyst to implement (as action on the ground) a wide variety of goals working through its network of partnerships, 
riparian bodies, local authorities, organisations and individuals.  The Strategy’s ability to find funding and to deliver 
projects was recognised in 2010, by the Landscape Institute’s UK Landscape Awards – the TLS winning the London 
Region category.
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      HOW WE ARE STRUCTURED

The Vision Document...

Patron 

Members’ Review Group
Meets four times a year, plus one annual meeting, to provide strategic guidance. 
Local Councillors, landowners, business and the community are represented 
on the Group. Chairmanship (and Vice-Chairmanship) of the Group rotates 
annually. In 2009/10 the Chairman was Cllr. Martin Elengorn (London Borough 
of Richmond) followed in 2010/11 by Cllr Barry O’Mahony (Royal Borough of 
Kingston). Cllr Virginia Morris (London Borough of Richmond) is Vice-Chair

Officers’ Steering Committee
Meets four times a year to assist and guide the Co-ordinator. It consists of 
senior local authority officers and representatives from the National Agencies. 
Chairmanship rotates annually between the Councils and Agencies. Officers 
work in partnership with the Co-ordinator to develop projects and strategic 
policy. 2010/11 Chair: Richard Copas.

Thames Landscape Strategy Staff
The Co-ordinator’s role is to find resources, promote projects, co-ordinate and 
encourage the local authorities, statutory organisations, landowners and the local 
community to turn the Strategy into action. Funding has also been secured for a 
full time Project Development Officer and a Project Implimentation Manager.

Community Advisory Group
Meeting four times a year, the Group acts as a community forum and enables 
the Co-ordinator to have access to local and specialist advice. There is a rolling 
programme to encourage new membership. 2010/11 Chair: Paula Day.

Thames Landscape Strategy Friends of the Thames Group
The TLS has an active Friends group made up of the many individuals and 
groups that have an interest in the Thames. The Friends meet once a year at 
the Annual Meeting and are kept up to date on the Strategy’s work through 
the Annual Review. Much of the day-to-day work of the Strategy is achieved 
through the active involvement of the Friends in volunteer action, fundraising 
and other activities.

TLS ‘In Action’ Projects
The TLS has established a series of ‘In Action’ schemes to implement the Thames 
Landscape Strategy projects and partner priorities on the ground. These consist 
of sub groups of the TLS bringing together those groups and organisations that 
are needed to implement each individual project.  

Volunteers
A team of volunteers has been established covering the areas of foreshore and 
Thames Path tidy groups, conservation practical work, project management, 
events organisation, nature conservation and fundraising to implement TLS 
projects and the Towpath Management Plan

Other Organisations and the Wider Community
In addition to the funding partners, there are over 150 community groups, 50 
statutory and Non-Governmental Organisations (NGO’s) which operate in the 
Thames Landscape Strategy area that the TLS works closely with.

Father Thames Trust
The Father Thames Trust is the charitable arm of the Strategy. Chairman of the 
Trust  is Lord Watson of Richmond.
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      HOW WE ARE STRUCTURED

Sir David Attenborough - Our greatest supporter who provides encouragement 
and advice. Whenever possible, Sir David attends the Annual and the Summer 
meetings, and project launches.

London Borough of Richmond upon Thames, London Borough of Hounslow, 
Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames, Elmbridge Borough Council , Surrey 
County Council,  Environment Agency, English Heritage, National Trust, Port 
of London Authority, the Royal Parks, Historic Royal Palaces, Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew, the Crown Estate, Natural England, Kingston University.

London Borough of Richmond upon Thames, London Borough of Hounslow, 
Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames, Elmbridge Borough Council, Surrey 
County Council, Environment Agency, English Heritage, National Trust, Port 
of London Authority, the Royal Parks, Historic Royal Palaces, Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew, the Crown Estate, Natural England, Kingston University.

TLS Co-ordinator Jason Debney, TLS Project Development Officer Rebecca 
Law, Project Implementation Manager Ken MacKenzie.

The Kingston upon Thames Society, Richmond Society, Kew Society, Hurst 
Park Residents Association, River Thames Society, Teddington Society, Ham 
and Petersham Association, Canbury Area Residents Association, Brentford 
Community Council, Seething Wells Action Group, Marble Hill Society, 
Hampton Wick Society, Residents Planning Alliance, Thamesbank, River 
Thames Boat Project, Dittons Skiff and Punting Club, Hounslow Heritage 
Guides, Eel Pie Island Association, Thames Wherry Trust.

Database of over 2,500 local, regional, national and international friends.

Molesey Riverside Management Plan, Hampton Court Approaches, Putting the 
Thames back into Kingston, Teddington Gateway, Ham Avenue’s Restoration 
Plan, London’s Arcadia, Brentford a Waterway Town, Volunteering & 
Community Involvement, Towpath Management Plan & Biodiversity, Probation 
and Community Service Involvement, Communications & Outreach, Education, 
River Use & Recreation, Extension to Weybridge.

Over 30,000 volunteer hours recorded over 2009 and 2010

Isleworth Extended Schools 
Programme
Thames Wherry Trust
Marble Hill Society
Kingston Environment Centre
London Wetland Centre
York House Society
Ham & Petersham Association
East Molesey Conservation Area 
Advisory Committee 

Brentford Community Council
Friends of the Earth - Kingston
Friends of Richmond Park
German School
Richmond AID (RAID)
Molesey Boat Club
Ham Polo Club
Friends of Radnor Gardens
Museum of Twickenham
Weybridge Society

Associated local organisations and groups - to 
name but a few...

The 1994 Thames Landscape Strategy Report is currently being updated.
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       VISION, PARTNERSHIP AND FUNDING
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Since its publication in 1994, the groundbreaking Thames Landscape Strategy 
Report has withstood the test of time.  Changing priorities, organisational 
modifications and the requirement to adapt to climate change have however, 
necessitated in need to update the Kim Wilkie document.  In 2010 the Review 
process started in earnest, with a six-month period of public consultation.  
Stakeholders were asked to comment on the way that they would like to 
see their river corridor evolve over the next decade through a series of public 
events, workshops and drop in sessions.  This feedback, along with a full 
audit of the river corridor carried out by the TLS has formed the basis for 
the Review.  Work to update the Report started in September and is being 
brought together by consultant Adams Hendry, who is working closely with 
the TLS and its partners.  

The TLS has continued to sit on the Water Framework Directive River Thames 
Liaison Panel and has worked closely with the Environment Agency on the 
development of their flood risk management plans for the Thames.  Also of 
note, the TLS has worked closely with Design for London on the expansion of 
the All London Green Grid and has been part of Natural England’s development 
of the Thames and Tributaries Integrated Biodiversity Opportunity Area.  The 
TLS has also helped to shape the future of the world’s greatest botanic garden 
at Kew, being invited to sit on their UNESCO World Heritage Site Steering 
Committee.  

Two new full funding partners joined the TLS in 2010 – Natural England 
and Kingston University - providing a formal mechanism through which joint 
research projects to inform the aims of the TLS can be carried out.  In 2010, 
all other funding partners continued to support the organisation recognising 
the value for money that the TLS partnership brings through its unique way 
of working.  Management fees that have traditionally topped up partner 
contributions did, however, start to fall in 2010 particularly with a reduction 
in the work that the TLS carries out for Transport for London (TfL).  This 
was, to some extent, offset by an increase in landfill tax credit scheme grants 
– notably for the Home Park Water Meadows project.  

A further grant of £90k was secured 
from the Father Thames Trust that 
ensured the continuation of the TLS’s 
implementation and development of 
project work throughout the year.  
Further smaller grants were received 
from the Sita Trust, Biffaward, TfL, 
Pepsi, Veolia, English Heritage, eBay, 
St Modwen Environmental Trust, 
Twickenham InterSchools (St. Mary’s 
and St James’ Primary Schools), 
Ham and Petersham Association and 
through donations from the Friends 
Group. Whenever possible the TLS 
will maximise external funding by 
matching different pots of money with 
other sources.  Special thanks go to 
Kerry Rock from Action Planning who 
has provided invaluable advice to the 
TLS over the past six years. 
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UK LANDSCAPE AWARDS
In 2010, the TLS won the prestigious 
London regional heat of the UK Landscape 
Awards beating off competition from many 
other larger projects.  The Awards, led by 
the Landscape Institute, set out to select 
the UK entry for the Council of Europe 
Landscape Awards for 2010/11.The TLS entry was co-ordinated by Project 

Officer Barbara Mellor and focussed on the  
“Thames Landscape Strategy in Action”.  
The submission included; the original 
strategy, its role in influencing policy and 
the project work carried out during the last 
16 years to implement the vision (that has 
totalled in excess of £15M and involved 
over 200,000 volunteer hours).  The Award 
submission included a short video narrated 
by our patron Sir David Attenborough that 
can be seen on the TLS website.The Award demonstrates how the 

Thames Landscape Strategy still holds the 
position of an exemplar organisation for the 
importance of landscape in today’s society 
and in the way that the TLS engages with 
members of the public.  As funding for 
environmental work gets tighter over the 
coming years, the award also recognised the 
role that the Thames Landscape Strategy 
could have in managing the river landscape 
and in securing funding to ensure policy is 
implemented on the ground.  

The TLS said goodbye to three members of staff in 
2010; (anti-clockwise from the top) Francesca Morrison 
- London’s Arcadia Project Officer, Barbara Mellor 
- Restoration of the Lost Floodplain Project Officer, 
Bernadette Boorer - Events Intern from Future Jobs 
Fund 

TLS Staff

Jason Debney

Rebecca Law

Ken MacKenzie
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      DISCOVERY AND UNDERSTANDING

The Arcadian Thames is the largest connected public open 
space in London and offers unrivalled recreational and 
educational opportunities.  In the Waterspace and Visitor 
Action Plan, the TLS set out a series of actions to broaden 
participation, connectivity self-discovery and understanding 
of the river landscape for all users and is now busy finding 
ways to implement the proposals. 
 
With the completion of the London’s Arcadia project in 2010 
funding for the TLS’s part-time Education Officer Miranda 
Stern (based at Orleans House Gallery in Twickenham) came 
to an end.  Until such time that additional funds can be raised 
for a new education officer the TLS has adopted a different 
approach to deliver its formal education programme through 
the commissioning of individual educational activities for 
young people funded through project work.  This approach 
has proved remarkably productive in strengthening the 
link between works on the ground and education, and has 
facilitated the expansion of the TLS volunteer programme.

The TLS has participated at 14 local fairs in all four partner 
boroughs and continues to help develop exciting river-
based events such as the Kingston Celebration of the River 
and the Great River Race.  The 2009/10 Annual Meeting 
was hosted by the Rose Theatre in Kingston and attended 
by almost 400 people.  Wesley Kerr, Chair of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF) London Region was guest speaker.  
The six Arcadian Thames walking guides have been 
updated and reprinted and a series of new walks have been 
written by volunteer John Moses.  35 guided walks were 
organised in 2010 by the TLS often in partnership with other 
societies to engage new audiences with the river.  Four new 
interpretation panels have been installed and working in 
partnership with the London Borough of Richmond a series 
of directional finger posts to guide visitors safely along the 
river during the spring tides have been introduced.

A total of 26 specialist articles have been published and 35 
national and local media pieces written about the work of 
the TLS.  41 talks and lectures have been given by TLS staff 
and 3 local and national TV features broadcasted including 
one for the BBC’s Autumn Watch.  The TLS website has 
been updated to include much more information on how to 
enjoy and understand the Arcadian Thames although the 
commissioning of a new visitor based website has been put 
on hold.

Guided walks along the riverside

TLS Education Programme in 
association with Orleans House 
Gallery

Events and consultation
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Giving an international perspective to the Thames Landscape Strategy
Late in 2009 long time supporter of the TLS, Professor Paul Leonard (right) spoke at the 6th 
Symposium for European Freshwater Sciences held in Sinaia, Romania on the topic ‘The 
River Thames Landscape Strategy:  working in partnership to meet common aims’.  Prof. 
Leonard set the work of the Strategy in a European context as part of the session on aquatic 
biodiversity, assessment, conservation and management

TLS Interpretation:Two new interpretation panels have been installed by the TLS along the river.  In 
Ham a stone slab interprets the near-by sand martin bank and at Richmond a wonderful new board 
celebrates the Waterman Heritage of the area (above left).  The TLS has also been closely involved 
in two additional pieces – in Twickenham, a new board tells the fascinating story of Eel Pie Island’s 
contribution to  musical history (above right) whilst in Elmbridge a “Liquid History” audio guide and 
information panels have been installed on Cigarette Island and in Hurst Park (left)

The TLS Chairman Cllr O’Mahony with Richmond Park MP Zac 

Goldsmith enjoying the Great River Race 2010

Cllr Doe (Kingston), Rebecca Law (TLS), Andy Loble  
(Swingbridge), and Baroness Susan Kramer getting involved 
along the riverside in Kingston 

Learning about wildlife
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      INVOLVEMENT AND VOLUNTEERING

An important consideration in the way that 
the TLS manages the riverside is to broaden 
public participation through volunteering and 
to increase understanding in why certain 
traditional land management practices are 
used – such as coppicing, pollarding or scrub 
bashing.  Throughout the year, volunteers 
have continued to play a central role in the 
delivery of the TLS Towpath Management 
Plan and have been recruited from all walks of 
life including young people (with an emphasis 
on those who are vulnerable or excluded), 
local schools (including the German School in 
Petersham and Farnham Heath End School), 
representatives of riverside societies, BTCV, 
the Environment Trust for Richmond and from 
corporate organisations. 

In 2010, the TLS received a three-year grant 
to team up with the Surrey Care Trust’s 
community narrow boat Swingbridge II in 
order to carry out six months of work on 
the freshwater river between Weybridge 
and Teddington annually.  Volunteers on this 
initiative include Community Payback workers 
and young people from the Trust’s STEPS 
programme that focuses on providing young 
people who are not in formal education with 
the right skills to support them back into the 
workplace or further education. 
  
In 2010, the work that the volunteers have 
completed has been varied ranging from litter 
picks to scrub bashing; species monitoring 
to the construction of fences, loggeries and 
boardwalks.  During the summer, the TLS 
teamed up with English Heritage at Marble 
Hill House and three Twickenham Primary 
schools (St Mary’s Infants, St Mary’s Junior and 
St James’ Catholic).  A sponsored walk was 
organised around the park with all proceeds 
being used to plant native hedges and trees in 
the grounds of the riverside villa.

Swingbridge and Community Payback planting native hedges at Hampton Court Palace

Local school groups 
helping out on the 
river and in the parks 
throughout the TLS 
area

Staff from Royal & Sun Alliance helping out on a 

corporate volunteer day 
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The Hounslow Ganeshotsav Mandal Festival

Each August, the TLS teams up with the Hounslow 
Hindu Temple to facilitate the traditional climax of their 
Ganeshotsav Mandal festival.  Hundreds of guests make 
their way to the Thames to witness the immersion of the 
Hindu God Ganesh.  The event is celebrated with much 
colour, beating of drums and singing before Ganesh is 
rowed into the middle of the river to be lowered into 
the water in the time honoured way. Funding to host 
this wonderful celebration has come to an end. The TLS 
needs to raise £500 to host this years event. If you would 
like to help, please contact the TLS team
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EXTENSION TO WEYBRIDGE...

In the spring 2010, the TLS Members 
Review Group gave the green light to 
extend the scope of the organisation 
upstream from its present limit at the 
Sadler’s Ride car park on Hurst Park to 
Weybridge.  The extended area now 
includes the entire Thames corridor 
that lies within Elmbridge and embraces 
Walton upon Thames and a wonderful 
stretch of the Wey Navigation to the 
Wey Bridge.
 
Throughout 2010, the TLS has 
completed a character analysis of the 
three new reaches and has compiled 
a list of management proposals and 
projects.  It is intended that the draft 
addendum will be launched in June 2011 
for public consultation.


