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Introduction

This is the 13t Thames Landscape Strategy Towpath Management Plan for the stretch of river between Weybridge and Kew. The plan
acts as a guide to council officers, council contractors and local communities in the day -to-day management of  sensitive sections of
the towpath. It is not a descriptive set of works, rather a desired set of activities that wherever possible should be undertaken in order to
achieve the best possible management of the towpath.

The TLS Towpath Management Plan has been produced to balance the needs of landscape and river user s with the implementation of
biodiversity action plans - covering all aspects of riverside management including litter picking/collection, grass cutting, tree works,
infrastructure repair and control of invasive species. It accounts for enhancement projec ts and also for any additional operations that
may be desirable. Volunteer action forms an intrinsic part of the plan and has been weaved into action plan wherever possible

The Plan is written by the Thames Landscape Strategy and agreed with the riparian owners, managers and communities. The acti ons
within the plan are carried out by the ripa rian owner (or their contractor , the TLSand local groups. Where i tis indicated that any action is
desirable but beyond the financial limits of any given riparian owner, the TLS will attempt to find the resources to impleme nt the action
through fund raising and volunteer action.
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Spring Tide Information

High spring tides take place each month and last for about a week. During these periods no heavy machinery should be used on
the towpath and extra care must be taken whilst working. Before any work is planned on the towpath always check the PLA Tide
Tables first.

Neap tide & low lying stretches of riverside covered in flotsam and jetsam such as St Helena Terrace and River Lane Drawdock
Medium spring tide 8 longer stretches covered in debris  such as Cholmondeley Walk, St Helena Terrace Ham and Petersham
Meadows Towpath, Lower Ham Road and Canbury Gardens riverside

High spring tide & long stretches of riverside covered in debris such as Cholmondeley Walk, St Helena Terrace Ham and Petersham

Meadows Towpath, Lower Ham Road and Canbury Gardens riverside. L arge parts of Ham Lands and the Old Deer Park will be
inundated.

During the spring tides large amounts of flotsam and jetsam can be deposited on the low lying towpaths and draw docks. Litter
blitzes between Petersham Meadows and Ham Car Park, Richmon d Lock to Richmond Riverside (inc. Cholmondeley Walk) , all draw
docks, Twickenham Riverside, Lower Ham Road Kingston, The Hollows Brentford, Strand on the Green Draw Dock , Mortlake may be
needed at the end of these periods. There is little point in collec ting litter during the spring tides when flotsam and jetsam should be
allowed to accumulate. The date of the litter blitz is chosen to coincide with the finish of the spring tide. Once clear, e vidence

suggests that no additional litter picks are needed.
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